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08/09/2020 

Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 

Sermon Text: Mathew 14:22-33 

Sermon Title: Real Savior 

By Pastor Teklu 
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Pastor Belayneh is a Lutheran Pastor in Ethiopia. One evening he was walking home 

from church service. All of a sudden, a stormy, heavy rain was pouring on him.  He 

was running as fast as he could to get home. He heard somebody screaming, "Jesus! 

Save me," repeatedly. He tried to ignore any voice and kept running. He eventually 

stopped running, for he could not ignore the name of Jesus being called anymore. 

He decided to walk down to a river following the direction from where Jesus was 

called. Have you called to Jesus to save you? You might have faced a real harm or 

danger. It could be a storm, lightning, flood, fire, criminal activity, war, poverty, and 

sickness. Perhaps, it was not the time when your faith was strong. You might have 

tried using your own means to save yourself until the Holy Spirit refreshed your 

confidence, and you ended up crying out to Jesus for help. This morning I am 

sharing with you about our real savior from Mathew chapter 14. 

 

It was the morning after the disciples experienced a miracle. The miracle of feeding 

five thousand men plus women and children, with two fish and five loaves of bread, 

and collected 12 baskets of leftovers. On that morning, they found themselves in 

the midst of a storm. They were afraid of the storm. It was not their first storm 

experience. In Mathew chapter eight, verses 23-27, Jesus and the disciples were 

traveling on a boat. While Jesus was sleeping, the storm was about to drown the 

boat. The disciples woke up Jesus and asked him to save them. Jesus said why the 

disciples are afraid and why they have little faith. Then Jesus ordered the water to 

calm! Jesus is a real savior! They had seen it. They forgot what Jesus had done! 

They did not remember that Jesus could save them. We do not read that they called 

Jesus to save them. 
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Moreover, they forgot about the miraculous dinner they ate. Their dinner gave 

them energy for the night. However, they did not relate Jesus' power to multiply 

food to Jesus' power to stop a storm. They were not suffering from memory loss. 

They did not walk by faith. 

 

Unfortunately, we are not different from the disciples. While we walk daily, we are 

tested by storms of the world: persecution, pandemic, recession, unemployment, 

hurricane Isaias, tornadoes, and sicknesses. We forget that we have read and seen 

in our eyes that our God could save us. We forget that we believe in the almighty 

Lord that has power over nature and the world. We respond the same way non-

believers respond; fear and human solution. We have to be different because of 

our faith. We have to trust our God to save us from the storms of life. 

 

Around 3 AM, Jesus was walking on water towards the disciples. Their boat was 

under the control of the wave. When the disciples saw someone walking on water, 

it did not click! It did not remind them that their Lord has power over nature. It did 

not remind them of Jesus' miracle to feed them a few hours ago. It reminded them 

of FEAR, NOT FAITH! They were terrified and cried out, saying to each other, "It is 

a ghost." Jesus immediately told them that it is Him and encouraged them not to 

fear. Peter, the spokesman of Jesus' disciples, said, "Lord, if it is you, let me walk on 

water." Jesus authorized Peter to walk on water. Peter stepped out of the boat and 

walked a couple of steps by faith. The moment Peter saw the storm, he feared and 

began to sink. Peter cried out to Jesus, "Lord, save me" Jesus immediately reached 

out his hand, took hold of Peter. Jesus is a real savior! When Peter felt safe and 
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stopped screaming, Jesus said, "Why did you doubt? why is your faith so little?" 

They had the same little faith as they had in chapter eight. 

 

Like Jesus' disciples, usually, we are men and women of "little faith." Most of the 

time, we begin our faith journey strong. As the days go by and the devil and the 

world visit us with temptations and sufferings, we shift our focus from God to the 

situations around us. We feel terrified of the suffering we face. Our faith gets so 

little to trust God. Our faith does not persevere the temptations and sufferings. We 

think that we are going to die. At that moment, God the Holy Spirit comes to us and 

saves us. He gives us more faith again and again. Our God is a real savior! 

Back to the disciples, then comes the climax of the story! While getting into the 

boat, Jesus stilled the storm! The disciples responded by worshipping Jesus. They 

confessed for the first time that Jesus is the Messiah- the Son of God! The real 

savior!  

 

When Pastor Belayneh approached the person crying out to Jesus, he saw a boy in 

a flowing river holding on to a branch of a small tree that was rooted at the 

riverbank. Pastor Belayneh reached out his hand, took hold of the young boy's 

hand, and saved him from drowning. We can imagine how that boy responded to 

Jesus and the Pastor. I visualize the boy returning in an Ethiopian way. I could see 

him bowing down with his forehead to the ground worshipping Jesus. I could also 

see him falling with his forehead on the feet of the Pastor to thank him. 

 

We have seen and read Jesus' power over nature. We just shared Jesus' power over 

storm and gravity. We have experienced in our life, Jesus saving us from disasters 
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that are beyond our control. It is not our right to live today in a land where more 

than 160 million people died of COVID 19 in five months. God protected us! It is a 

miracle that we are healthy! We praise God for the life he gave us! We worship 

Jesus, who is truly the Son of God! We thank God the Holy Spirit for dwelling in us 

and nurturing our faith! This morning, God is calling you to stand firm in your faith 

in times of harm and danger! Trust and Worship Jesus always! He is the real 

savior! 

 

 

 

 

 

 


