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08/02/2020 

Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 

Sermon Title: The best Invitation 

Sermon Text: Isaiah 55:1-13 
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It is an honor to be someone’s guest. We get invited to parties like weddings, 

birthdays, graduation, Christmas, Easter, anniversary, and reunions. We share the 

joy with a friend, family member, neighbor, coworker, and faith family. We 

usually eat and drink at parties. It is a free meal. However, we might feel about 

paying back the favor by hosting a party. Think of the best invitation you ever had. 

Some of you might say your wedding party was the best party ever. Others might 

think their family Christmas party was the best- probably because of those 

expensive gifts! The prophet Isaiah tells us the right answer. What is the best 

invitation that you ever received? God’s word, Isaiah 55:1-13, tells us the 

answer. 

 

When the prophet Isaiah wrote this message, God’s people were captives in 

Babylon (V.1-2). The Lord asked Israel a probing question: Why were they content 

with that which is not real food, which does not truly satisfy? The question is 

addressed to the Jewish exiles, who were becoming complacent; they were 

getting comfortable in Babylon. They intermarry with pagans. They also worship 

pagans’ idols. And the Lord asked them: if they were delighted with the things 

Babylon had offered them. Suppose that was all they were created for.  Those 

same questions are addressed to us as well: Are we content with the world? Or 
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do we hunger for something better, for something eternal? Many believers 

choose the “good things” the world has to offer and thereby miss the “best 

things” God has to offer. The world gives us money, power, honor, knowledge, 

and property. Economics has tried to satisfy unlimited human wants with scarce 

resources by maximizing utility. However, Economics failed to satisfy human 

beings. We purchase the goods and services of this world, paying high prices. We 

do not get satisfied as we would like. By the time we get home purchasing an 

electronic device, a new model is produced with better features. We live an 

emotional roller costar trying to satisfy our life with the supplies of the world. 

Throughout the Old Testament, longing for God is associated with images of 

hunger for water and food (Psalms 36:8; Proverbs 18:4; Jeremiah 2:13). God 

offers free food and water because Jesus Christ, the suffering Messiah, has 

already paid the price (Isaiah 53:11-12). God invited them to return home and 

spiritually restored. Like the Jews, God invites us all who are thirsty to come to 

the Lord and be satisfied! This is the best invitation we have ever received- 

God’s invitation! 

 

God invites us to the best feast of His covenant. The covenant is the continuation 

of the Davidic Covenant. God promised to King David an eternal throne that 
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would end up in the eternal kingship of Jesus Christ (2 Samuel 7: 12-17). The 

apostle Paul also wrote that the resurrection of Jesus Christ was the fulfillment of 

God’s promise to David (Acts 13:34). Jesus Christ is the suffering servant, the 

firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of kings on earth (Isaiah 53, Rev. 1:5; John 

18:37). We are the heirs of the Davidic Covenant who will reign with Christ 

forever (2 Timothy 2:12; Rev. 22:5). 

  

God also invites us to receive His grace. God invites us to give up the supplies of 

the world; pride and self-sufficiency. Instead, God invites us to receive eternal and 

real satisfaction of our soul.  Life outside of God is not secure and abundant. That 

way leads to the final loss. Therefore, God is inviting us to return: from the world 

to His grace, from hunger to food, from thirst to water, from sadness to joy, and 

from death to life. God’s invitation is also for those who have been living the life 

of faith for many years. We live in two kingdoms, God’s and human. We are 

tempted by the world to compromise the value of God’s kingdom. The world 

system uses its power and media to promote secularism. Every day we are 

standing on a crossroad and choosing which invitation to accept: God’s invitation- 

or the world’s invitation? God’s definition of marriage or the world’s definition? 
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Believe in God, the creator, and Lord of human beings- or join human beings that 

are their own gods? Loving our neighbor or taking advantage of our neighbor? 

 

God even invites us to reconcile with him (verses 6–7).   Jesus, the servant, 

reconciles sinners to the Lord. (Verse 6).  We need to seek the Lord now, not 

sometime in the future. We need to seek the Lord when He is found. The Lord 

waits for us patiently to turn to Him (Jeremiah 29:13–14).  We need to forsake our 

way of sinful desires and wicked plans. (verse 7). When we turn to the LORD, He 

will freely forgive us (1 John 1:9). All are invited. However, only Penitent sinners 

are pardoned.  

 

God invites us through his word. God sent us the scriptures as an invitation 

letter. When we reconcile with God, we have access to God’s thoughts (verses 8–

9).   Like the rain waters make the earth flourish, so God’s word always 

accomplishes what He desires (verse 10-11). God’s speaking and His acting are 

never separated; His name is as good as His act. We too, when we speak God’s 

word, we can expect results; we may not see the results ourselves, but we can be 

confident that His name will not return empty.  The rain can make the earth 
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produce. God’s word is not an echo without results. The word always brings about 

what God wants to be done through His grace. (Isa.45:23; Hebrew 4:12. 

When the exiles repent and return to Him, the way is also open for them to go 

back to Israel, back into His fellowship, His love, and His peace (Verses 12–13 ). 

God promised them to go out in joy (verse 12). In the same way, the whole 

creation rejoices when God’s people are restored to Him. God’s gracious acts of 

forgiveness and deliverance serve as an everlasting sign of His goodness (verse 

13); His actions will never be forgotten. Through the Gospel, the redeemed shall 

be freed from their bondage, and they shall enter into joy and peace.   

 

God has invited us in his word to the best feast ever! Jesus Christ fulfilled the 

Davidic covenant and reconciled us with God. We have tasted God’s feast of 

eternal life by grace at God’s church on earth! We are satisfied with God’s feast 

from spiritual hunger and thirst! We are satisfied with God’s gift of eternal life! 

We have joy and peace overflowing from Jesus, death, and resurrection! We are 

sharing with the world the best invitation to heaven! God’s invitation to eternal 

satisfaction! 

Amen!   

 


