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Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 

08/23/2020 

Sermon Text Romans 12:1-8 

Sermon Title: Living Sacrifice 
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"Maria Dyer was born in 1837 on the mission field in China, where her parents were 

pioneer missionaries. Both her parents died when Maria was a little girl, and she 

was sent back to England to be raised by an uncle. However, the loss of her parents 

did not deter her young heart from the importance of sharing the gospel. At age 

sixteen, she, along with her sister, returned to China to work in a girl's school as a 

missionary herself. Five years later, she married Hudson Taylor, a man well-known 

today for his life of ministry, faith, and sacrifice. He was a missionary for 51 years 

in China. Of their nine children, only four survived to adulthood. Maria herself died 

of cholera when she was just forty-three. But she believed the cause was worthy of 

the sacrifice. On her grave marker, these words were inscribed: "For her to live was 

Christ, and to die was gain." (www.ministry127.com, downloaded 08/20/2020 @ 

8:45 AM” 

 

All of us are not called to be missionaries like Maria. However, we all are called to 

live a sacrificial life. Last week we talked about God's grace that brought God's 

mercy on us. God forgave our sins by His grace and gave us eternal life. What is our 

response to God's grace and love?  God saved us from eternal death in Christ; how 

should we live? The Apostle Paul tells us in Romans, chapter 12, how to respond to 

God's grace and love. 

 

God calls us to worship him in response to His mercy in two ways. First, we worship 

God by presenting ourselves as a 'living sacrifice' (12:1-3).  During the Old 

Testament time, God's people used to sacrifice animals as an act of worship. 

Animals were sacrificed for the sin offering. It provided an atonement of sin. A 

sinner brought a live animal to the tabernacle. The priest makes atonement on 
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behalf of the sinner. The animal was killed, and the priest sprinkled the blood on 

the altar. The fat portion was burned on the altar. For the atonement, their sins 

were forgiven. (Leviticus 4:11-35). Animal sacrifice was a moving picture of Jesus' 

sacrifice on the cross.  Jesus Christ sacrificed Himself on the cross once for all 

sinners.   His body and blood that we eat is the sacrifice for the New Testament. 

We do not have to do the messy, smelly animal sacrifice for every sin we commit. 

Praise the Lord! 

Paul also wrote to the Church in Rome that had experienced the sacrificial system. 

Animal sacrifice was common in first-century Judaism and pagan worship.  Animal 

sacrifices were the demonstration of religious devotion.   The sacrificial death that 

Paul has in mind is crucifixion (Gal. 2:20; 5:24; 6:14). The likeness to Christ in this 

"living sacrifice" also extends to Jesus' resurrection (6:13; 6:10, 11). That is what 

happened when we are baptized. Now we are called to live our baptismal identity.  

Paul did not ask the Roman church to have more worship services. He asks them to 

live for God's glory in words and actions.  

 

When we think of worshipping God, we usually think of worship service. We have 

our preferences on the worship styles. We like singing hymns to the Lord, reading 

scriptures, giving offerings, and celebrating Holy Communion and prayers. That is 

great! There is nothing wrong with it!  However, our worship service covers only 

one hour of the 168 hours in a week. What about worshipping God for the rest of 

the 167 hours of the week? God calls us to offer our life a living sacrifice in our time, 

talents, and treasures every day. 
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To present our life as a living sacrifice means we have to offer all our: bodies, our 

hearts, and our souls to God. Jesus made it clear when he said: 

"You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and soul and with all your 

mind. 38 This is the great and first commandment. 39 And a second is like it: You 

shall love your neighbor as yourself." (Mathew 22:37-39).  

Our worship should not only be in worship service but also worship in our daily life. 

That includes all that we do and say with ALL our heart, All our soul, and ALL our 

mind. 

  

Second, we worship God by serving him with His gracious gifts. (12:3-8). God's 

gracious gifts enable us to serve God with the life of a "living sacrifice." (Verse 3).   

Some of the gifts are prophecy, service, teaching, exhortation, generosity, 

leadership, and mercy (Verses 6-8). God's gifts, according to His grace, make our 

life a life of powerful testimony. God uses our life for evangelism, mission, and 

discipleship. The Apostle himself had lived a life of living sacrifice with a powerful 

testimony. After two thousand years, we still talk about Paul's life journey. 

Sometimes we wish to do what outstanding Christians did. We want to do what the 

Apostle Paul, Mother Theresa, Martin Luther King, or Billy Graham, and Maria Dyer 

did. However, God has given different gifts to everyone according to His grace. God 

calls us to discover our gifts and use them in our service to the Lord and our 

neighbors.  We are not called to do the minimum worship. We are not also called 

to do everything either. We are called to do our part of the body of Christ. God has 

given different gifts to our church members. We need all members of our 

congregation to serve God with their gifts to build God's kingdom. 
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We are called to serve God sacrificially. The Lord has given spiritual gifts and talents 

to all of you. Some of you are called to be evangelists in your community. Some of 

you are invited to disciple the youth. Others are called to teach children. Others are 

called to lead our congregations and ministry teams. Some are called to sing. Others 

are invited to play the organ. Some are called to usher. Others are drawn to visit 

the sick and the homebound. Some are called to help the poor. Some are urged to 

operate the sound system and live stream the service during the quarantine. Some 

of you are gifted with counseling. Others are called to exhort God's children. Some 

are gifted in giving. All of those ministries are our living sacrifices to the Lord! God 

gave us the capacity to worship him using our gifts. Dear God's family, with the 

words of Apostle Paul, I urge you to use your gifts to worship God. 

 

 

This morning, God calls us to respond to His steadfast love and incredible mercy by 

offering ourselves a living sacrifice. We present sacrifice that is our Christian life, 

not the messy and bloody sacrifice on the altar. A living sacrifice that gives pleasant 

aroma, not the smell of burned animal. God's children, go to the world and worship 

God by what you say and do! 

Amen! 

 

 

 

 


