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According to the "Pew Research Center," 69% of Adults living in Maryland claim to 

be Christians. Thirty-one percent claim to have other religions or no religion- 

including 17% atheists. Only 50 % of adults believe religion is important to their life. 

Only 33 % of adults believe religion is the source of guidance on what is right and 

wrong. Moreover, only 31 % of adults attend religious service weekly. Only 23 % of 

adults participate in religious activities like prayer meetings and scripture study.  

Although 69 % of adults claim to be Christians, it is disturbing to realize that only 

33 % of adults believe that God decides what is right and wrong for their life. Saint 

Paul belongs to the 33 % Maryland residents that make God the Lord of their life. 

What about 67% of Maryland residents?  What about 36 % of Maryland citizens 

who claim to be Christians but do not go to church and do not let God lead their 

lives. Who will witness to them? Who is going to be God's watchman to warn them 

of eternal death? Today's first reading, Ezekiel 33:7-12, answers this important 

question. 

1. God's watchmen 

When the prophet Ezekiel brought God's word to Israelites, they were in captivity 

in Babylon. The Book of Ezekiel's main message could be summarized as: While in 

Babylon, Ezekiel looked back upon Judah's defeat and prophesied the destruction 
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of Jerusalem and its temple. He explained to the exiled Judeans that God's glory 

had departed from them because they had abandoned Him. But the Lord also 

showed Ezekiel a new day when His glory would return, and the kingdom would 

become an everlasting blessing to the nations. 

 

With the first nine verses of chapter 33, God sends the prophet Ezekiel as a 

watchman.  God uses a parable of a city and a watchman to tell Prophet Ezekiel to 

warn Israel's people (Verses 1-6). Large walls surrounded cities in the Old 

Testament times. The walls were used to protect the city and its inhabitants from 

the attacks of possible invaders. Along with a wall, cities would also have a very tall 

watchtower.  A special guard, the watchman, was placed in that tower. The 

watchman would be able to see from miles around in all directions. If an enemy 

army was advancing in the city's direction, the watchman was responsible for 

warning the city's leaders of the potential invasion. If the watchman failed to sound 

the warning, the city would be caught off guard, the city gates could not be closed 

in time, and the city could fall, and many are killed. They would have a much better 

chance if the watchman could warn them ahead of the attack. 
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Similarly, God called Ezekiel to be the watchmen of the Israelites. Ezekiel's 

responsibility was to preach and warn the wicked.  (Verse 7). He warned God's 

people of the approaching danger. He prophesied in Chapter thirty-three that 

Jerusalem would be destroyed (verses 21-33). He could not be quiet (Verse 9). If he 

does not convey those warnings to anyone, he will be held responsible for that 

person's fate. But if he does, he will have saved himself (Verses 8–9).   He was sent 

to warn the people that unrepented sin leads to eternal death and punishment in 

hell. (Verse 8). The sins of Israelites include idolatry, bloodshed, and injustice 

(Chapter 8-9).   

Like Ezekiel, we are God's watchmen of the New Testament (1 Pe 2:4–5,9; 1 Thess. 

5:14; 1 Co 6:1–2; Re 1:5–6).  The Apostle Peter writes in 1 Peter 2:9: "9 But you are 

a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God's special possession, that 

you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his 

wonderful light. 10 Once you were not a people, but now you are God's people; 

once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy." (NIV). 

The apostle Paul also urges us in 1 Thessalonians 5:14 to warn sinners;  

"14 And we urge you, brothers and sisters, warn those who are idle and disruptive, 

encourage the disheartened, help the weak, be patient with everyone." (NIV). 



Page 5 of 8 
 

 

We are repentant sinners saved by God's grace. We are also called to warn sinners 

from hell. This is not an exciting responsibility that the Lord lays at our feet. We are 

not so anxious to point out to someone how they have fallen short of God's glory. 

It is not easy for watchmen to warn the wicked. Maryland residents that are 

believers are responsible for alerting their neighbors from eternal death.  Though 

this task may not seem pleasant or easy, it could result in repentant sinners.  

 

That is why we might be encouraged to be the watchmen of our community. In 

our society, we have to address the problem of identifying what is wicked, evil, 

and sinful. We need to note the idols of our community. An idol is anything that 

we fear, love, and trust instead of /more than God. According to Pew Research, 67 

% of Maryland residents decide what is right and wrong without involving God.  

And, we are watchmen of Maryland. We are called to warn our neighbors that the 

standard for right and wrong is not: Philosophy, Culture, power, wealth, the way 

we look, and happiness. We are sent to witness to them that the standard of what 

is right and wrong is God's word. 
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God called us to warn our community from bloodshed and injustice. Like Ezekiel's 

time, there is bloodshed and injustice in the world we live in. Our nation 

unanimously cried out for justice in the recent tragic death of George Floyd. That is 

our responsibility as believers. God expects us to keep warning the world of 

injustice. We need to pray for the legislative and executive branches of our 

government. We need to warn our nation about the consequences of injustice. We 

need to warn about laws that need to be revised to bring God's justice.  

God also called us to be watchmen of believers who have turned their back 

against their faith. Believers who have been deceived by false teachings. Believers 

who are in bondage of addiction. Believers who chose not to forgive their brothers 

and sisters. Those who hate their neighbors. God sent us to admonish them and 

call them to repentance. God also sent us to visit and encourage our brothers and 

sisters to attend worship services, study scriptures, bring children to Sunday School, 

and serve the Lord.  
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2.  God sends us with the message of hope for repentant sinners (Verses 10-11). 

 God sends watchmen not only with the message of warning but also with the good 

news of hope. Although sinners deserve to die eternally for their sins, He takes no 

pleasure in sinners' death (Verse 10). God promises forgiveness of sins and hope of 

eternal life for repentant sinners. (Verse 11).  God forgives and forgets the sins of 

those who turn away from a sinful life. Our enemies:  Satan, the world, and our 

sinful nature would try to distract us from everything eternal. Satan tries to assault 

the very foundations of our faith. Our sinful flesh enjoys the pleasures of this world 

way too much. We need to warn one another to be watchful and alert to the very 

real and present dangers all around us. The Apostle Peter wrote on 1 Peter 2:11, 

"Dear friends, I urge you, as aliens and strangers in the world, to abstain from sinful 

desires, which war against your soul." As God's watchmen, this is our message: "the 

world, the devil, and our own flesh battle against our souls.  Let us Return to God. 

 

It takes every believer to be God's faithful watchmen. God works in the hearts of 

sinners as they return to the Lord. Jesus gives sinners time to repent before he 
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comes again to take us home. The Apostle Peter writes: "The Lord is not slow in 

keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. He is patient with you, not 

wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance" (2 PETER 3:9).  

Until Jesus comes and takes us to heaven, we are God's watchmen. We are bold 

to call sin what it is!  We are joyful to witness to the world the hope of salvation 

through faith in Jesus Christ death and resurrection! 

Amen. 

 


