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Faith and Faithful! 

There has been a story around for years that 
helps us think about faith.  I call it the Fred 
and Joe story.  Fred discovers Joe in his yard 
one evening trying to push a wheelbarrow 
on a high wire between two platforms.  Fred 
inquires as to why Joe is practicing this 
strange activity.  Joe says that he is 
practicing so that one day he can go to 
Niagara Falls and push the wheelbarrow 
while walking a tightrope over a section of 
the falls.  Fred watches Joe practice every 
night and eventually begins to believe that 
Joe will succeed.  In fact, he goes around the 
neighborhood proclaiming loudly that he 
knows for sure that Joe will succeed and 
there is no way he can fail. 

Then, the big day arrives.  Joe climbs up on 
the stand with his wheelbarrow and is about 
to begin his long and difficult journey across 
the wire and someone yells out to Fred, 
“Fred, get in the wheelbarrow.”  In other 
words, Fred, if you really believe Joe can do 
this then show us your faith by getting in the 
wheelbarrow because you know Joe will not 
fail you. 

When this is used as an illustration of the 
way faith works the logical conclusion is if 
you believe in God then “jump in God’s 
wheelbarrow” or put yourself totally in his 
hands because God will keep his promises 
and not let you down. 

That might make being faithful pretty cut 
and dried.  Just put your calendar and your 
clock, your checkbook and your savings and 
your abilities and gifts in God’s 

wheelbarrow and let him tell you how you 
are going to use them.  You can measure 
your results by calculating how each of 
these commitments honors God, shares or 
enlarges God’s kingdom and reflect your 
relationship with God to others. 

That doesn’t feel very much like a 
relationship works to me and it could 
quickly get very calculated and legalistic. 

I often have conversations with folks who 
judge themselves to not be very faithful 
when their foundations are shook or 
undermined by events in their life, like 
illness, death, divorce or loss of a 
job…times when they feel God has let them 
down…because he hasn’t kept his word or 
done his part based on their expectations.  
They act like there isn’t room in the mix of 
their life for doubt and anger and hope and 
faith to exist in the same room.  In their 
minds, faith is an all or nothing thing, you 
either have it or you don’t.  They forget 
Peter, a person of faith who in a short space 
of time said, “my Lord and my God” and 
“no way.”  If you listen carefully to the 
horrific events in our world and nation, such 
as El Paso and Parkland you hear people 
struggling with their pain and losses as they 
express their hope and resolve faith. 

Then you might find yourself in a place 
where you are not sure what it means to be 
faithful or ask yourself which way is the 
more faithful of two options.  A number of 
years ago I found myself in a hospital room 
with a doctor and his patients, actually a set 
of parents who were expecting a child in a 
most difficult situation.  The doctor told 
them they had to make a difficult decision.  
He then told them that if the mother 
continued to carry the child she bore, it 
might result in her own death, and if they 
took the child at this stage in its 



development, there was a good chance the 
child would not survive.   

When the doctor left the room they turned to 
me and asked, “Pastor, what do you think 
we should do?”  I told them I could not tell 
them what to do and they should talk about 
it, pray about it, and make the most faithful 
decision they could for them, trust God and 
not beat themselves up about the decision 
they made, however it went. 

In any event, I don’t believe faith and being 
faithful are exactly the same thing.  I believe 
we can have faith and be unfaithful.  I 
believe we often take our faith lightly and 
don’t take being faithful as seriously as we 
might.  I believe we should have more 
honest conversation with one another about 
what it means to be faithful and be willing to 
challenge one another to grow in our faith 
by being more faithful in our choices and 
decisions. I believe God trusts us to make 
faithful decisions and live out our faith in 
him even as he is faithful to us, even when 
we don’t measure up.  I believe God will 
increase our faith and our faithfulness if we 
ask him to help us. 

PEACE, 

Pastor Dave†††† 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Can you SENSE a gentle change?  Can you 
FEEL a subtle difference?  Can you SEE an 
overall improvement? 
 
I believe, and hope you agree, the answer is 
YES to all of these questions!   
 
This is evidenced by all of the positive, 
increased activity and planning currently 
being developed by our many committees 
and volunteers.  Worship, led by Jane 
Felsentreger, Fellowship and Outreach, led 
by Penny Courtney, Education, led by Judy 
Tribby, Property, led by Del Jenstrom, Web 
and Media, led by Patrice Jenstrom, 
Contemporary Worship, led by Michelle 
Angeli and Altar Guild, led by Jackie Abend 
are the backbone, as you will see in the 
many articles below. 
 
You may have noticed one omission.  That 
would be Pastor Dave, a true fisher of men 
and women.  What a difference someone can 
make in our ministry, our mission and our 
lives!  The combination of Pastor Joe to get 
us back on track and now, Pastor Dave to 
prepare us for “the next chapter”, is a 
blessing from God.   
 
While there is much more to do 
intellectually and spiritually, I know we’re 
in a good place right now and I’m very 
optimistic about the prospects for the future 
of St. Paul’s. 
 
Zac Huffman 
Congregation President 



Group Recognition 
As summer comes to a close, we begin a 
new church year with the resumption of two 
services, Sunday school and all of the 
associated traditional activities.  A new 
addition to the monthly newsletter will be 
recognition of a person or a group for 
their contributions to St. Paul’s mission. 
This month, we recognize: 

 
The Worship Committee 
The mission of the Worship Committee is to 
oversee all facets of worship with the 
guidance of the Pastor for both the 
Traditional and Contemporary styles of 
worship.  The committee is responsible for: 
    *scheduling worship service times; 
    *keeping the Altar Guild apprised 
     of decisions concerning worship; 
    *providing appropriate music for the 
     worship services; 
    *scheduling and training acolytes, 
     Pastoral Assistants/Readers, Communion  
     Assistants, and ushers for all services. 

   
  
Jane Felsentreger, Chair and scheduler of 
service assistants, readers, and ushers. 
Carol Cook - member 
Sandi Corwin - schedules acolytes 
Cyndie Dixon - member 
Kate Hausner - member 
Jackie Abend - represents the Altar Guild 
Michelle Angeli - represents Contemporary 
Worship 
Charlton Henry - organist 
Pastor Dave - contributor 

 
THANK YOU all for your dedication 
to making St. Paul’s a welcoming 
house of worship! 
 
 

 

Calling all children entering 7th grade or 
above and who have not been confirmed.  
Confirmation Class will begin in 
September.  Class will run for two years 
with 15 sessions each year and should end in 
April.  Study guides and catechisms will be 
provided for each student.  Please call the 
church office (410-721-2332) with your 
child's information and you will be 
contacted in late summer about specifics.  

 
 
 
Acolytes for September 
9/ 1 - no acolyte - outdoor service 
9/ 8 - Jackson Smith 
9/15 - Kollin Crislip 
9/22 - Samantha Dutton 
9/29 - Max Houck 
 

September Altar Guild 
Sandi Corwin, Diane VonSeggern, and 

Bernice Prescott 

The Altar Guild is always looking for new 

members.  If you would like to be part of 

this ministry, please contact Jackie Abend 

at 410-703-1369 for information. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Short-term prayers will run for 4 weeks.  
If at all possible, please list the need for 
the prayer.  If the request requires long-
term prayers, please indicate so and let 
the office know when it should be 
removed.  Please contact Cindy in the 
office at 
cdofficemngrstpauls@verizon.net if you 
have any questions! 
 
 
Prayer Requests 
 
Short Term Prayers- Ian 
W. (health issues). 
 
Long-Term Prayers: 
Preston Arnold, Barbara 
Brown (health issues), Joel 
Burton (accident), Peta 
Capello (health issues), 
Marianne Foreman (health issues), Albert 
Forthe (health issues), Jeffrey Kurtz (health 
issues), Katy Kyle (health issues), Joe 
Schmidt (health issues), Lorraine Clow, 
Betty Fallstich (health issues), Michael 
Louis, Sr., Janet Mox (health issues), Connie 
Myer (health issues), Paul Shearin (health 
issues), Brian Spencer (health issues), Dick 
Sulken (health issues), Heidi Swanson 
(health issues), Bonnie Weinhold (health 
issues), Louis Zimmer III (health issues), 
and Michael Zimmer (health issues). 
 
Please pray for our members and friends 
serving in the military: Jake Godboldte, 
Rachel MacCumbee, Scott MacCumbee, 
Brian Wolford, and their families. 
 
 
 
 
 

THE FOOD PANTRY Is always in need of 
our donations. 
 
In September, they have asked St. Paul’s to 
donate cans of tuna. 
Ongoing needs: cereal/oatmeal, pasta, beans, 
spaghetti and sauce, and canned fruit. 
Your generosity is appreciated!  Please leave 
your items in the drop off box in the narthex. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Living Stones Via de Cristo    
http://www.livingstones-vdc.org   
 

 
 
2019 Weekend Dates 
 
Men's Fall Weekend #70: Oct. 3-6 
(Pilgrim applications due no later than Sept. 
19) 
 

Please check their website for testimonials, 
information, and how you can register for 
this event. 

 
 



 
 
Congratulations!  We are pleased to 
welcome the following who were recently 
installed as St. Paul’s newest members: 
 
Jon and Jan Retzer and sons, Cody and 
Parker 
Bernice Prescott 
Kim Larrimore 
 

Helen’s Helping Hand Lending Closet 

St. Paul’s has a lending closet in 

memory of Mrs. Helen Lehtonen 

that is located downstairs in the 

church and has been doing a 

booming business! If you have borrowed 

something and are using it, we are 

thrilled.  Please just let us know you have 

it (by leaving Cindy a note in the office or 

sending her an e-mail) or signing the sheet 

on the closet door so we can keep track.  If 

you have borrowed something and no longer 

need it, please return it so we can keep 

passing it along. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

News from the Quilters… 
I'm back!!  Now that my knee is at least 
80% well, the quilt sale has all of my 
energy.  
 
I hope you remember the display last year, it 
will be difficult to do better, but it should be 
as good with many new articles including 
large quilts. 
 
Once again, our annual QUILT SALE is 
the first weekend in October, the 4th, 5th, 
and 6th, Friday 10:00 am till 7:00 pm, 
Saturday 9:00 am till 6:00 pm and 
Sunday 8:00 am till 1:00 pm.   
 
It has always been well attended but you can 
help spread the word with our book markers 
on the table at the church.  Tell your friends 
and neighbors.  Better yet--bring them. 
 
Our weekly attendance on Tuesday is good 
and everyone looks forward to Pastor 
Dave’s words of encouragement and prayer 
with us as well as his fellowship. 
 
Dorothy  
 

 
 
Raffle tickets for this quilt are $1/each or 6 

for $5.  See Linda Craig for tickets. 



 
 
 
 
NEW WORSHIP SERVICE SCHEDULE 
BEGINNING SEPTEMBER 8th  
 
The Worship Committee has made the 
following changes to the Sunday Services 
beginning September, 8th. 
       8:15 - 9:15 a.m.  Traditional Worship 
       Service 
      10:00 - 11:00 a.m.  Contemporary 
       Worship Service and Sunday School 
      Sunday School begins with children and 
young adults in the Worship Service.  At 
10:15 a.m., after the children’s sermon, the 
children and young adults will begin their 
classes downstairs. 
      11:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.  Adult Bible  
      Study led by Pastor Dave Betzner 
 
The Worship Committee was very pleased 
with the attendance for both the traditional 
and contemporary services this summer.  
We were also very pleased with the 
participation at the receptions following the 
service in the Fellowship Hall.  Thank you 
to all the groups and individuals that 
furnished food. 
 
Submitted by Jane Felsentreger, Worship 
Committee Chair  
 

 

THANK YOU!!! 
Thank you to the many people who 
contributed food for the receptions after our 
Sunday services this summer.  To the 
members of the Quilters, Men’s Coffee 
Group,  Ladies’ Lunch, CCCC, St. Pauli’s 
Girls, Book Club, and Altar Guild thank you 
for your delicious treats.  Pastor Dave, we 
appreciated and enjoyed your homemade 
scones.  Cyndie Dixon and Judy Tribby 
thanks for adding other treats to the scones.   
A special thanks to the members of the 
congregation who joined us for this special 
fellowship time. 
Jane Felsentreger 
 

FELLOWSHIP NEWS 
 
The Fellowship Team was happy to sponsor 
an activity monthly over the summer - 
strawberry shortcake in June, 
hot dogs in July, and ice cream sundaes in 
August.  We'll have a busy Fall, too!  In 
September we'll support the 
Sunday School festivities on September 
22nd.  And you'll want to mark your 
calendars now for Saturday, October 12th 
for a St. Paul's Homecoming 
Supper!!  Current St. Paul's members and 
friends as well as former members and 
friends are invited to a potluck supper where 
old friendships will be renewed and new 
friendships will be made over some 
wonderful home-prepared dishes.  More 
details on the Homecoming will be in the 
October Newsletter. Watch for them!! If you 
would like to be involved, contact Penny 
Courtney at 410-969-9156. 
 

 

 



 

 
 
News from the Education Committee  
 
Sunday School classes will begin on 
Sunday, September 8 for all children in 
Kindergarten through Middle School. 
Sunday School will start upstairs at the 
10:00 contemporary worship service and the 
children will proceed downstairs to their 
classes by 10:15. All children are expected 
to attend the upstairs opening where they 
will participate with Pastor Dave in the 
children’s sermon.  
A welcome back to Sunday School 
gathering will be held on September 22.  
We are looking for children in 7th grade or 
above for Confirmation Class. Please 
contact the church office if you have a 
young person who needs to attend 
Confirmation Class. This is now a 2-year 
program held twice monthly from 
September to April.  
Pastor will conduct his next Bible Class at 
11:30 on September 8th in the Fellowship 
Hall.  
SPY held a breakfast meeting on August 
25th. Plans for future activities were 
discussed with teens and parents.  Next 
meeting/activity TBD.  Stay tuned.  
 

 

 
 

SUPPLIES for Back-to-School 
 
It's that time already and you've seen it 
especially in the stores and at the grocery - 
SCHOOL SUPPLIES! 
As in previous years, St. Paul's will collect 
general school supplies for local students in 
need.  The distribution of 
supplies, after we've delivered them to local 
schools, will be done through school 
counselors and support staff. 
 
There's a big bin in the narthex for your 
contributions of: 
loose-leaf, ruled paper / #2 pencils / blue, 
black ink pens / yellow highlighters / 
composition books / pencil cases / pocket 
folders /glue sticks / scissors / white glue / 
spiral note books / staplers / staple removers 
/ crayons (fat, regular) / art smocks / 
washable markers / rulers / 1" 3-ring binders 
/ index cards / multi-packs of facial tissues / 
bottles of hand sanitizer / notebooks /  
mechanical pencils / backpacks (no wheels!) 
for youngsters and for teens 
 
If a monetary donation is easier for you, 
we'll be happy to shop for you!  Just 
make a check out to St. Paul's, mark it 
'For School Supplies,' put it in the 
offering plate and Boom!  You've done a 
good deed! 
 
All school supplies should be brought to 
church by September 8th so that they can be 
blessed and distributed out to schools 
the following week.  As ever, THANK YOU 
FOR YOUR GENEROSITY! 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

From the Mission/Outreach TEAM … 
 
    Thanks to your generosity, St. Paul's was 
able to contribute 72+ jars apiece of peanut 
butter and jelly to Crofton Christian 
Caring Council's Food Bank, just in time for 
Anne Arundel County schools' start on 
September 2nd.  Those items were  
donated in addition to our August assigned 
contribution of macaroni and cheese 
meals.  The number 72 represents the  
number of years St. Paul's has been 
established as a Lutheran presence in this 
community!   
 
 
 
 
 

Penny and Jack Courtney took the peanut 
butter and jelly to the local food pantry on 
our behalf!

 
 
      
 
 
 And lastly, be on the lookout on the 
conference room door in November and 
December for information tabs for 
the annual outreach of Thanksgiving food 
baskets and Christmas Sharing. Details to 
come!  Any questions, contact Penny 
Courtney at 410-969-9156. 
 

 



What’s next for the Web committee in 
September? 
The usual wine, camaraderie, and snacks,  
and we’ll also have discussion on videoing 
and recording logistics, emails, and  logos, 
then assignment of duties. 
 
 Sound interesting?  Meetings have been 
held as needed once a month or two on 
weekday nights at 7pm at the Jenstroms’ 
house.  Watch the website calendar for a 
date in September! 
 Cheers! 
 Patrice Jenstrom  

 

The next Ladies' Lunch will be held 
Tuesday noon, September 10th, at Hella's 
Restaurant, 8498 Veterans Highway, 
Millersville. All ladies are invited to attend 
and encouraged to bring a friend.  We will 
be meeting at the restaurant.  Please email 
Marj Kane at kane3426@verizon.net if you 
plan to attend.  Hope you can join us! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Trunk or Treat  
October 26, 2019 

1:00 – 3:00 
St. PauL’s Lutheran CHurch 

 

Last year’s Trunk or Treat was a success so 
we would like to host this event again!  
Let’s keep our children safe and at the same 
time, reach out to the community!  At the 
Trunk or Treat, St. Paul’s volunteers 
decorate the trunks of their cars with a 
Halloween theme and the children stroll 
from car to car to receive safe and delicious 
treats, such as candy, fruit or other give-a-
ways. 
The children will make crafts downstairs 
and enjoy some light refreshments. Each 
child will receive a pumpkin that they can 
decorate.  Much help is needed, but we 
particularly need trunks!  There are many 
ideas for decorating on the net and Oriental 
Trading sells complete sets of decorating 
kits.  Very simple!!  Volunteers are also 
needed to help with crafts, serve light 
refreshments, pick up the pumpkins, hay 
bales and corn stalks as well as donate 
refreshments.  
Please see Cyndie Dixon or contact her at 
cyndixon99@yahoo.com or 410-305-4112 if 
you can volunteer for this community 
outreach event! 
We need YOUR help!  
 
 
 
 
 



 

Storytime, Tutoring and 
Crafts, Oh My! 

What is more fun for a child than 
listening to an exciting story, 

especially if it is followed up by 
making a corresponding craft or 

activity? 
Beginning on September 10, Pastor 
Dave will be starting a Storytime 

program that provides an opportunity 
to hear a story, make a craft and get 
extra Reading help. Students age six 

to eight from the church and 
community are invited on the second 
and fourth Tuesday of the month at 
4:00 to participate. A light snack will 
be provided. Spread the word in the 

community!! 
 
 
 
 

ST. PAUL’S 
WILL PARTICIPATE IN CROFTON’S  
“FALL FESTIVAL ON THE GREEN” 

On September 28th, St. Paul’s will 
participate in the “Festival on the Green”. 
Crafts are planned for the children. 
Handouts will include pencils, bracelets and 
water.  Please help make the church’s 
presence known to the community by 
volunteering to help set up, man the booth or 
dismantle the booth. Please contact Sandi 
Corwin or Penny Courtney to offer a helping 
hand. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Book Club will meet on September 16th 
at 7 PM at the Wegman’s Café.  They  will 
be discussing Fifty Things That Aren't 
My Fault by Cathy Guisewite  (creator of 
the "Cathy" comic strip) 
Come join in the lively discussion! All are 
welcome! 

 



                                       

 
All are welcome to join a study on the book 
of Ephesians on Friday nights at 6:00 at 
Cyndie Dixon’s house. This is a video series 
led by Joyce Meyers. Light snacks will be 
served. Feel free to bring a friend! Cyndie’s 
address is 1013 Samantha Lane #102, 
Odenton. See you Friday! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
News from the Southeastern District 
 
Walk His Way - District Jr. High 
Gathering 
Join the Southeastern District in Virginia 
Beach November 15 - 17, 2019 
Speakers Kyle & Rebecca Duport will 
present the topic of Walk His Way using 1 
Corinthians 9:25. We look forward to their 
message of teamwork and the value of 
preparation for facing challenging times and 
encouragement as we strive to win the 
ultimate prize of salvation. Join us for 
“Walk His Way” November 15-17, 
2019.Location:Hope Lutheran Church, 5350 
Providence Rd, Virginia Beach, VA 23464 
 
Registration is $60/person and includes 
lunch & dinner on Saturday, t-shirt, service 

project materials, games, and speakers. 
Registration increases to $70/person after 
October 10, 2019. More information 
 
Conflict and Reconciliation Training - 
still time to register! 
The SED is partnering with Ambassadors of 
Reconciliation to offer Reconciliation 
Training for the District Circuit Visitors, 
Staff, Reconcilers, and Presidium. The 
training will take place Monday morning, 
September 23 through noon on Saturday, 
September 28, 2019 in Williamsburg VA. 
 
AoR is opening this conference to 
other participants who might wish to take 
advantage of the event as well. Conflict and 
Reconciliation Training will occur Monday 
– Thursday, followed by A Reason for Hope 
Reconciliation Conference beginning 
Thursday evening, and concluding Saturday. 
Multiple tracks are available during the 
training days. This allows those who have 
received previous training to expand their 
training, and teach those who haven’t yet 
had the opportunity to receive the basic 
instruction.  
  
The schedule and registration can be found 
through the 
link: https://www.aorhope.org/conf2019 
 
 
Save the Date! 
Wellspring Women’s Conference 2019, 
Saturday Nov. 16 
“Spa for the Soul” Finding Joy in the 
Journey 
Featuring internationally known Bible 
teacher, author, speaker and humorist 
Ellie Lofaro. Details and registration coming 
soon! Spread the word – download a 
flier HERE. 
 



St. Paul’s believes that using photos/video of 

our events in our print and web publications 

foster a greater sense of 

community.  Photography and video recordings 

enhance the quality of our print materials, 

newsletters, website, social media, and public 

relations.  As a member of St. Paul’s you have 

a right to opt-out of inclusion in 

photographs/media, but unless a “Media Opt-

Out Release’ is signed and on file in the office, 

participating in St. Paul’s events implies 

permission for the use of images taken at our 

events.  The Media Opt-Out Release form is 

available in the Narthex or can be requested 

through the office.  Please note that this 

applies only to adults 18 years and above.  All 

minors will need a completed “Photo Release 

Form” on file in order for their images to be 

used in any publications. 

The photo release form for minors can be 

found on the table in the Sunday school area. 

 


