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Grace, Mercy, and Peace be to you from God our Father and our Lord and Savior 

Jesus Christ, 

Amen. 

 

I grew up in an Orthodox church that is rich in traditions that teach more than 100 

ways to earn salvation. However, there is no assurance that you go to heaven 

whether you keep one or all of the good works required. It depends on what Jesus 

decides on judgment day. I was scared of God, for it is hard to keep all the rules. I 

never read the Bible. I always try not to overthink God. One day, my high school 

classmate told me that God saves us by grace through faith alone. It took me a 

while to process and understand. To be specific, it took me a year. I read the Bible 

for the first time. When I began reading the book of Acts, the Holy Spirits opened 

my eyes to understand God's grace working in the first Church.  

 

I could relate to those who heard the gospel and received God's gift of eternal life 

through faith by grace alone. I have joined the Lutheran church since I was 17. I was 

the first person in my family line to convert from Orthodox Church to the protestant 

Church that the Orthodox Church considered as denying Christianity. My family 
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rejected me. I was not allowed to visit my family for four years.  I did not feel my 

family's rejection too much, for I had my faith family's fellowship. My faith family 

loves me, prays for me, and provides for my needs. I had my Pastor, who teaches 

me God's word and prays for me. I had missionaries who pray for me and provide 

me job in the mission field. I had friends who check any need I have and meet that 

need. While I was walking with my classmate, we ran into a Christian brother who 

was a businessman. My classmate overheard when the Christian brother reminded 

me that if I need any money to let him know. He was surprised that I know someone 

who promises to give me any amount of money. 

 

That is what we just read in Acts chapter four. The believers were one heart and 

one soul, and they own everything in common. There was no poor among the 

believers, for wealth was distributed according to everyone's need. There was unity 

among Christians. Among the believers, the Apostles were proclaiming the 

resurrection of Jesus Christ with great power-the power of the Holy Spirit they 

received at Pentecost (Chapter 2). Please wait a minute; these Christians were 

human beings like us. They were the children of Adam and Eve who were born with 

Original Sin. When they were one year old, they grabbed someone's property and 
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cried when taken from them and given to the owner. What happened to them? 

What changed their nature/ How did they get a "New Life" suddenly? 

 

The secret is what the apostles were preaching about- the resurrection of Jesus 

Christ. Jesu's resurrection gave them new life. They were baptized into the death 

and resurrection of Jesus Christ. They received great grace and great power from 

God. God's grace changed their life. In God's grace, they became a community that 

cares. They never felt lonely or abandoned. They addressed poverty by sharing 

what everyone had. The early Church lived a life of resurrection with the power of 

the Holy Spirit. The Church persevered barbaric persecution of Nero and other 

enemies of Christians. The Church also grew to over 2 billion members of the 

Church on earth. 

 

Similarly, those of you who are Christians live the new life of resurrection. God's 

resurrected Church or new life church is full of showing me, help me, know and 

experience what life in Christ can be like it is: in Acts, in my life, and my world. The 

believers who took care of me when my family rejected me introduced to me the 

resurrection life through their life. Both God and  I want to see your resurrected 

life/ new life at St. Paul's and beyond, and I'm glad that we are ON THE WAY 
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TOGETHER. The Lord has given our congregation a life of resurrection. We are 

united with Christ and one another with a Holy Baptism and Holy Communion. We 

study the scriptures in groups. We support the poor in our community through 

CCCC. We give tithes and offerings to our God through His Church. We are one 

heart and one soul. In a world that slavery was legal for centuries, in a nation that 

the nation was segregated the most on Sunday morning while everyone went to 

his tribe's Church, we have a black Pastor in a congregation of Caucasian majority. 

We did not do all these by ourselves. God, the Holy Spirit, gave us a New Life of 

resurrection through faith in the death and resurrection of our Lord and Savior 

Jesus Christ.  

 

I wish we live a life of resurrection 24/7. It could have been heaven on earth. 

Unfortunately, we sometimes turn back from God and live the "old life" (doing our 

flesh's desires). Suddenly, we become mean instead of sharing what we have with 

our neighbors.  We become selfish and compete against our faith family whereas 

God wants us to be team players. We gossip about our faith family's needs and sins 

instead of praying for them and talking to them if necessary. After a couple of years, 

the honeymoon was over. I began to see a brother or sister's sins against another 

brother or sister. I was scared again. I questioned if I want to be part of that 
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congregation in heaven forever. I built a shield around my life. I was reserved for 

many years in the church community. Then the Holy Spirit reminded me of God's 

grace. We are forgiven of our sins by God's grace through faith alone. There is a big 

difference between earning salvation and receiving God's forgiveness by grace 

through faith alone.  Dear St. Paul's faith family, You and I are forgiven by grace 

through faith alone. In God's grace, we have resumed the new life of resurrection 

as soon as the Lord forgives us. 

 

Like the Apostles in the early Church, we continue witnessing the new life in words 

and deeds. The Holy Spirit gives us power and grace to serve him by living the New 

Life he gave us. He also guides our Bord to develop five years plan of witnessing 

Jesus' resurrection to our community. We continue diversifying our congregation 

until it looks like the Church in heaven. And the diverse community of Crofton and 

Gambrills. When our congregation becomes as diversified as our community, we 

might consider sending missionaries to other communities. Dear saints of God, the 

Holy Spirit calls us during this Easter season to unite as a church, become one heart 

and build a caring Christian community. We unite as a faith family by forgiving one 

another's sins. We always pray the Lord's prayer, "Forgive our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us." Forgiveness heals wounds and builds 



Page 7 of 7 
 

family/ marriage/ church. We become one soul by telling the truth in love to one 

another. How many times have you heard someone in the Church's parking lot 

gossiping? Did you remind them to watch the Eighth commandment?  Our New Life 

fears and loves God that we don't gossip about our neighbors. We tell only to them 

the truth.  

"You are not to bear false witness against your neighbor." 

We are to fear and love God so that we do not tell lies about our neighbors, betray 

or slander them, or destroy their reputations. Instead, we are to come to their 

defense, speak well of them, and interpret everything they do in the best possible 

light.  

 

When our souls are united in the resurrection of Christ, our words and actions build 

up our faith family physically and spiritually. We will enjoy the New Life of 

resurrection to the fullest forever in heaven. 

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, guards your heart and mind in 

Christ Jesus! 

Amen. 

 


