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“Epiphany Is: God’s Show and Tell” 
 
You remember how that works from 
elementary school?  You bring something 
from home, show it to us, and tell us about 
it.  We listen and learn about why you 
brought it what it means to you. Epiphany 
works much the same way.  God sent his 
Son from heaven (home) to be among us.  
Each week God shows us dramatically why 
he sent him, who he is, what he’s done for 
us and invites us to follow him.  Here’s how 
it works.  (I have generalized and taken 
liberty interpreting these events.) 
 
The Magi Come!  This is actually part of 
Epiphany and Christmas.  The event tells us 
that God draws all people to himself and 
everyone is welcome even if they do not 
come.  People do accept God’s invitation, 
coming, offering gifts, and worshipping him. 
 
The wedding at Cana shows us that God 
celebrates important relationship events in 
our lives with us.  It also shows us that what 
he brings is different and special (the first is 
last and is better).  Sounds something like 
the cross to me. 
 
Jesus’ Baptism shows his identification with 
us and the identification is sealed in our 
baptism.  We become God’s children in our 
baptism and the same voice we hear at 
Jesus’ baptism is spoken at ours, “this is my 

child, I love him, and I take pleasure in 
him.” 
 
Following Jesus means things will change.  
John got locked up.  Jesus went about 
saying, “repent and believe and follow me.”  
It means God wants us to change our mind 
on a lot of things about who we are and how 
we live.  The disciples followed, giving 
themselves over to God’s power and putting 
aside their nets for a different kind of 
fishing. And they didn’t always catch fish 
either. 
 
Everywhere Jesus goes, life is better for 
those who believe and follow.  He sets 
people free, delivers them from demons, 
makes their lives whole, rebuilds their 
relationships, and gives them hope.  What’s 
not to like? 
 
The great news is that God continues to 
honor his promises, to invite us to follow, to 
provide support and guidance for the 
challenges of life and to find ways to bless 
us and make us a blessing.  God continues to 
show himself to us and to be a part of our 
story.  Continue to be alert, pay attention, 
and enter his presence for “in many and 
various ways he has made himself known to 
us” and will continue to show us the way. 
 
Peace and love in 2020. 
PEACE, 
Pastor Dave† 
 

Pastor Dave will be on vacation for the month of 
January. If you have an emergency, contact Zac 
Huffman who will be able to put you in touch with 
a pastor who can help. Pastor Dave will return to 
the office on February 4 and preach on February 9. 



January Altar Guild 

Linda Craig and Kate Hausner 

Prayer Requests  
 
Short-term prayers will run for 4 weeks.  
If at all possible, please list the need for 
the prayer.  If the request requires long-
term prayers, please indicate so and let 
the office know when it should be 
removed.  Please contact Cindy in the 
office at info@stpaulscrofton.com  if you 
have any questions! 
 
 
Long-Term Prayers: Long-
Term Prayers: Brian Arnold 
(health issues); Preston 
Arnold; Barry (family and 
health issues), Barbara 
Brown (health issues); 
Terrence Brown (health 
issues); Peta Capello 
(health issues); Lorraine 
Clow; Marianne Foreman (health issues); 
Albert Forthe (health issues), Jeffrey Kurtz 
(health issues); Janet Mox (health issues); 
Brian Spencer (health issues), Dick Sulken 
(health issues), Heidi Swanson (health 
issues); Louis Zimmer III (health issues), 
and Michael Zimmer (health issues). 
 
Please pray for our members and friends 
serving in the military: Jake Godboldte, 
Rachel MacCumbee, Scott MacCumbee, 
Brian Wolford, and their families. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

January Recognition 
 
This month’s recognition for outstanding 
contribution to St. Paul’s is twofold. 
First, I want to recognize the contributions 
of Madonna Howard in her capacity serving 
Council and the Board of 
Directors.  Madonna joined Council as an 
Elder in 2011, serving through 2014.  She 
returned to Council as Vice President from 
2017 to 2018.  During this period of crisis at 
St. Paul’s, she remained steadfast and 
resolute in providing her wisdom and 
guidance.  She moved to the Board of 
Directors as Secretary in 2019.  Madonna 
has decided to step away from St. Paul’s 
governance to now focus on the demands of 
her family.  Thank you, Madonna for your 
continuing dedication and commitment to 
St. Paul’s. 
 
The second recognition for January goes to 
the Congregational Profile 
Committee.  Their work, essential to the 
Call process, culminated in our initial 
Profile submission to the Southeastern 
District in March, 2019.  Subsequently, an 
updated Profile was developed in 
November, 2019 to capture the ensuing six 
months of progress achieved at St. 
Paul’s.  This was resubmitted to SED in 
December, 2019.  Hats off to the following 
committee members for a job well done and 
their faithful commitment to St. Paul’s: 
 Diane Segelhorst - Chair 
 Del & Patrice Jenstrom 
 Patrick Dugan 
 Tom Cook 
 Mary Kress 
 Michelle Angeli 
 Pastor Dave Betzner - Contributor 
 Pastor David Maack - Contributor 
 
 



THE FOOD PANTRY is always in need of 
our donations. 
In January, they have asked St. Paul’s to 
donate cans of fruit. 
Ongoing needs: cereal/oatmeal, pasta, beans, 
spaghetti and sauce, canned meals and toilet 
paper/toiletries. 
Your generosity is appreciated!  Please leave 
your items in the drop off box in the narthex. 
 

 
 
 
Helen’s Helping Hand Lending Closet 

St. Paul’s has a lending closet in 
memory of Mrs. Helen Lehtonen 
that is located downstairs in the 
church and has been doing a 

booming business! If you have borrowed 
something and are using it, we are 
thrilled.  Please just let us know you have 
it (by leaving Cindy a note in the office or 
sending her an e-mail) or signing the sheet 
on the closet door so we can keep track.  If 
you have borrowed something and no longer 
need it, please return it so we can keep 
passing it along. 

 
 
 
 

Winter Relief is Coming! 
 
Our Winter Relief 2020 Outreach is the 
week of January 27, 2020 – February 3, 
2020.  St Paul’s partners with St. Elizabeth 
Seton, CUMC, Wilson Memorial, and St 
Stephen’s Churches to provide shelter and 
meals at Seton that week for 35 men who 
are homeless.  
 Winter Relief is a ministry of the Arundel 
House of Hope program throughout AA 
County to provide shelter to those who are 
homeless from October to March. 

                  

    
                                                                        
Quilts will be provided by St Paul’s quilters 
for the guest’s cots, and available to take 
with them if they choose ; our youth group 
will  prepare and donate bagged lunches on 
Wednesday 1/29; and a group of our ladies 
will be providing breakfast sandwiches early 
Monday 2/3 before the men depart.  
 
 



Winter Relief (continued) 
In addition, St Paul’s hosts the Friday Night 
Dinner, January 31st.  We are in need of 
volunteers to help cook and serve the meal; 
as in the past, recipes are provided. Hoping 
it will again be baked ziti, meatballs, salad, 
and bread; the menu will be confirmed at the 
next Winter Relief meeting.  
 
Please contact Sharon Heineken by text or 
phone if you can be of help at (240) 508-
7332.  Blessings and thanks to all who have 
participated in the past and to all who are 
able to participate again this year. God loves 
your servant hearts!  
 
As part of Winter Relief, Undies Sunday is 
January 26th.  We collect donations of men’s 
boxers, t-shirts and socks.  Please keep this 
ministry in mind as you shop during and 
after holiday sales.  NOTE: There is a 
laundry basket in the narthex for travel size 
toiletries, which are always needed and 
appreciated!    
 
 
 
 

                          
 
 
 
 
 

 
The CCCC is holding a pajama and 
sock drive through Jan. 6th.  Bring 
your new pajamas and baby socks and 
leave them in the narthex so they can 
be given to a child in need through the 
baby pantry. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

FREE BABY QUILTS TO THE 
COMMUNITY 

St. Paul’s is offering free handmade baby 
quilts to little ones (under one year old) in 
the community. No obligation. Just spread 

the word! They will be offered at both 
services. See Pastor Dave for more 

information. 
 
 
 
 
 



The next Ladies' Lunch will be Tuesday 
noon, January 14th, at Langway's, 1357 
Defense Highway, Gambrills. (Across the 
street from the church) We will meet at the 
restaurant.  All ladies are invited to attend 
and are encouraged to bring a friend.  Please 
call Marj at 410-721-3426 or email her at 
kane3426@verizon.net if you plan to attend. 
Hope you can join us. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Come join the ladies of the church for 
breakfast. Thursday, January 23rd at 
8:30 at RIPS Restaurant in Bowie, MD. 
Feel free to bring a friend. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       NEW YEAR – NEW 
BIBLE STUDY TO RENEW OUR 

SPIRITUALITY 
Beginning January 5, we will have a unique 
opportunity to study the story of the 
“Prodigal God, Recovering the Heart of the 
Christian Faith,” written by renowned 
pastor, author and speaker, Timothy Keller.  
Keller leads a church with a congregation of 
5,000 people (average age 25-40) in 
downtown Manhattan and other campuses.   
In this study, “Timothy Keller uncovers the 
essential message of Jesus, locked inside his 
most familiar parable.” 
I have taken this course, watched the video 
at least three times, and have always enjoyed 
it and learned from it, however, when I 
watch it again a last week,  it blessed me 
more than ever. I realized it would be the 
perfect offering for our congregation as we 
go through our own spiritual renewal.  It 
enhanced our lesson from Pastor Schaffer at 
the workshop in November and leads us into 
the Mission Study with Tina Jaison. How 
exciting and relevant! 
This offering will occur between services in 
the fellowship hall. The lesson will involve 
watching a short video, a book study and 
discussion. There is a book ready for you 
with YOUR name on it. See Cyndie Dixon 
if you have any questions. 
 
 



St. Paul’s believes that using photos/video 
of our events in our print and web 
publications foster a greater sense of 
community.  Photography and video 
recordings enhance the quality of our print 
materials, newsletters, website, social media, 
and public relations.  As a member of St. 
Paul’s you have a right to opt-out of 
inclusion in photographs/media, but unless a 
“Media Opt-Out Release’ is signed and on 
file in the office, participating in St. Paul’s 
events implies permission for the use of 
images taken at our events.  The Media Opt-
Out Release form is available in the Narthex 
or can be requested through the 
office.  Please note that this applies only to 
adults 18 years and above.  All minors will 
need a completed “Photo Release Form” on 
file in order for their images to be used in 
any publications. 

The photo release form for minors can be 
found on the table in the Sunday school 
area. 

 
 
 
 

St. Paul’s Snow / Hazardous Weather 
Policy 
 
Please be aware that we follow the Anne 
Arundel Co. public school system when 
closing due to snow or hazardous driving 
conditions.  If schools are closed or delayed 
during the week, St. Paul’s is also closed or 
has a delayed opening. This also applies to 
groups that use our church at night for 
meetings. 
 
For a week-end weather event, please check 
St. Paul’s main page of the website for 
Sunday service status should snow or 
hazardous driving conditions occur.  It will 
also be posted on Facebook. 
 
www.stpaulscrofton.com 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



             
On January 17 at 6:00 p.m., the Friday Night 
Bible Study will continue at Cyndie Dixon’s 
home.  On that date, we will collaboratively 
decide what we would like to study. Bring 
your suggestions! It could be a book of the 
Bible, a book study, a topic, anything that 
about which you would like to learn more. 
Light snacks will be served. Feel free to 
bring a friend! Cyndie’s address is 1013 
Samantha Lane #102, Odenton. See you 
Friday! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Book Club 
In December, we had a wonderful Christmas 
Tea, hosted this year by Bernice Prescott. 
She has a beautiful home, and it was 
decorated from top to bottom (10 trees, 
several sleighs - you get the idea). We all 
took pictures if anyone would like to see 
them. It was a warm fellowship evening 
with good conversation (some actually about 
books). We missed those of you who could 
not join us. 
 
For those who remember, Julia Spencer-
Fleming has a new book coming out April 
2020, and it looks to be the same characters. 
Michael Crichton (The Andromeda 
Strain finally has a sequel (though written 
by Daniel Wilson as Crichton died in 2008) 
Andromeda Evolution 
 
Next meeting is January 20th, 7 p.m. at 
the Wegman's Cafe. 
We are reading The Common Good  by 
Robert Reich. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  
 


