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"Bishop Leonard Wilson was the Bishop of Singapore during World War II. Japan's 

army raided Changi in 1943 and arrested 57 persons. One of the prisoners was 

Bishop Leonard Wilson. He was charged with being a spy. He was also tortured for 

many days until he was unconscious. One day seven men that were flogging him 

asked why he did not curse them. He told them that he is follower of Jesus Christ 

who taught to love one another. 

       

"He asked himself how he could love these men with their stern, cruel faces, who 

were enjoying the torture they were inflicting.  As he prayed, he had a picture of 

them as they might have been as little children, and it's hard to hate little children. 

"But then, his prayer was answered by some words of a well-known communion 

hymn that came to his mind: 'Look, Father, look on His anointed face, and only look 

on us as found in him.' 

"At that moment, he was given a vision of those men not as they were then, but as 

they were capable of becoming, transformed by Christ's love.  He said he saw them 

completely changed, their cruelty becoming kindness, their sadistic instincts 

changed to gentleness.  Although he felt it was too blasphemous to use Christ's 

words' Father, forgive them,' he experienced the grace of forgiveness at that 

moment.  

 

"After eight months, he was released back to Changi—one of the few that survived.  

For the rest of his life, he emphasized in his speaking and preaching the importance 

of forgiveness. 

"After the war, he returned to Singapore and had the great joy of confirming one 

of his torturers.  This is how he described the moment: 'One of these men who was 
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allowed to march up from the prison to the cathedral, as a prisoner, to come for 

baptism, was one of those who had stood with a rope in his hand, threatening and 

sadistic.  I have seldom seen such a great change in a man.  He looked gentle and 

peaceful.  His face was completely changed by the power of Christ.'" 

(Justus.anglican.org, downloaded 08/25 @1:15 PM) 

 

 

Bishop Leonard Wilson has presented his life as a living sacrifice in loving his 

enemies. In the past two weeks, we have heard from Romans chapter 12:1-8 that 

our response to God's saving grace is to worship Him by presenting our life as a 

living sacrifice. Paul continues teaching us more about worshipping God through 

loving others on Verses 9-21. God calls us to share the love we received from him 

for two groups. 

 

1. First, love, your spiritual family (12:9-16). 

As Jesus loved us, we are called to love one another.   Paul encourages us Christians 

to pursue sincere love and to do good in our relationships with our brothers and 

sisters in Christ. Jesus said, "By this, all people will know that you are my disciples 

if you have love for one another." (John 13:35, ESV). Sincere love flows from Our 

mind that is renewed in Christ.  It enables us to love sincerely fellow Christians that 

is genuine and without pretense (2 Cor. 6:6; 1 Tim. 1:5; 1 Pet. 1:22).  We are called 

to hate what is evil and love what IS good (Verse 9).  We also honor one another by 

considering them better than ourselves (Verse 10, Phil.2:3). If we do not honor 

fellow Christians, it results in disunity in the church (Rom. 14:1-15:13). We even 
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need to help fellow believers who are in need as an act of love (Verse 13, 1John 

3:17-18)      

 

We are human beings. Naturally, we have emotional love. We love those who love 

us. We hate those who hate us. We all are very good at this. You have heard it; "I 

don't feel love for them anymore. It's all dried up." Once that emotional love wears 

out, some of us struggle to show love. However, God's word tells us to have sincere 

love for our brothers and sisters in Christ. Yes, our brothers and sisters are not 

perfect. Some of them are annoying. All of them are sinners. Some of them do not 

look like us. Others are mean. Some gossip. Others are lazy. Some are poor. Others 

like contemporary service. Others want traditional service. Some do not baptize 

children. Others are baptized two-three times. Some do not come to church that 

often. Others do not come to church at all. The list of our brothers' and sisters' sins 

and weaknesses goes on and on. 

 

Moreover, naturally, we focus on taking care of ourselves first. We hear that we 

need to learn how to love ourselves first before we could love others. That is 'Love 

yourself first. Love others second! 

 

However, we are no more natural person only. We are also baptized children of 

God. God has adopted us to his family by grace. His grace is manifested in His 

unconditional love. God loved us, regardless of our sins and weaknesses. So that 

God's only Son, Jesus Christ, died on behalf of us sinners that are weak to save 

ourselves. We received eternal life for Jesus, substituted us, and died on the cross, 

our death punishment. Since we were baptized into Jesus Christ's death and 
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resurrection, God the Holy Spirit dwells in us. He guides and strengthens our life to 

worship God by presenting it as a living sacrifice. One of the living sacrifices is loving 

our brothers and sisters, regardless of their sins and weaknesses. We share the 

unconditional love we received from our heavenly Father with our brothers and 

sisters in Christ. Brothers and sisters worship the Lord by loving your brothers and 

sisters unconditionally. God, the Holy Spirit dwells in you and enables you to love 

your family! 

 

 

2. Second, love your neighbors (12:17-21)  

As Christ loved us, we are called to love others unconditionally. Paul calls us to 

demonstrate sincere love towards those who oppose us. This was the teaching of 

Jesus’ sermon on the mount (Mt. 5:38–42; 1 Thess. 5:15; 1 Pet. 3:9). We love others 

by not retaliating against them when they hurt us (Verse 17,19). We serve the 

sovereign and just God. He has promised to avenge the wrongs of those who are 

treated with injustice (Dt. 32:35). Therefore, we should not take on ourselves the 

avenger's role, but rather leave room for God's wrath. (Pr. 25:21–22).  Instead, we 

are urged to respond with kindness to our enemies (Verse 17). Through acts of 

service to our enemies, we will heap burning coals on their heads. If the enemies 

are not moved to repentance by our good deeds, our kindness will stimulate shame 

and repentance in the enemy.  

 

Jesus Christ and Bishop Wilson are our role models. Both loved their enemies. Jesus 

prayed to His Father to forgive those who flogged and crucified him. Bishop Wilson 
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also prayed to those soldiers who tortured him. They were able to bless their 

enemies.  

This is not possible for a natural person. We are God's children who have received 

God's mercy. We are baptized by the Holy Spirit. God, the Holy Spirit, is our strength 

to love our enemies. Unfortunately, our enemies are our neighbors. They live close 

to us. They know us, and we know them. When some of our neighbors turn to be 

our enemies, our sinful nature plots to avenge. However, we are God's children 

called to present our lives as a living sacrifice. We are called to overcome evil with 

good. Like Bishop Wilson, our sacrificial life might stimulate shame and repentance 

in our enemies. Can you imagine baptizing your torturer? Which neighbor is your 

enemy? What does your sinful nature tell you? Probably to avenge! Please do not 

listen to him. Instead, Listen to the Holy Spirit. Listen to Jesus Christ, who died for 

you while you were his enemy.  Listen to God, who gave us his mercy and renewed 

us. He calls us to live a life of living sacrifice in loving our family and our neighbors. 

God calls you not be overcome by evil but overcome evil with good. That is real 

love! 

Amen! 

 


