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Epiphany! 
 
This Festival of the Faith is connected to the 
arrival of the “wise” men who followed the 
star with their gifts and are thought to have 
arrived up to two years after Jesus’ birth.  Its 
season lasts anywhere from three weeks to 
seven weeks depending on the date of 
Easter. This year, 2020, Epiphany extends 
from January 12 to February 23, the full 
seven weeks. The extended season gives a 
chance to learn “more” than usual about the 
Epiphany “STAR,” JESUS, what he reveals 
to us about God and who we are called to be 
as his sons and daughters.  
 
The word Epiphany has a variety of 
meanings in my understanding but each of 
them is about God’s revealing to us who he 
is through the life of his Son, Jesus.  
Actually, for all practical purposes God’s 
Epiphany is Jesus, though I like to say it is 
God’s “show and tell, or orientation about 
who Jesus is and what he does,” which calls 
us as his children to join him in bringing 
light to darkness, order to confusion and 
peace to turmoil. I know we have a lot of 
work ahead of us even if he set the course. 
 
It seems critical to me that this season calls 
us to have our eyes and ears, hands and feet 
and hearts open to the “vision” to which 
God is calling us. Since a “vision” is our 
preferred future it indicates what God calls 
us to become, in and through the activity of 
his Spirit in our lives and church, or all 
people of faith. 

 
Problem is that we often totally miss things, 
reject them, dismiss them as unimportant or 
hand them off to others to take care of for 
us. Unfortunately, our faith life is no 
different from the rest of our life.  We have 
so many priorities, and each person in our 
lives has a list for us of things that they 
expect us to get done.  All these combine to 
cause so many things to go unseen, 
neglected or dismissed. 
 
All of that said I am convinced that God is 
trying to get our attention, shouting out loud 
and clear, “look,” “see,” “know,”  “hear,” 
“come,” “go,” “believe,” “become.” He does 
this because he loves us, wants us to be part 
of his family and knows it will benefit 
everyone if we do.  
 
So make like a mirror during this extended 
Epiphany season, take in the images God 
gives us and reflect them to others, let the 
light of Christ shine through you, live life 
knowing that Jesus is the fulfillment of the 
Law, be salty, speak and act truth and 
justice, and take “holy living” seriously. 
 
How do I do that you might ask? Welcome 
foreigners, a helpful and complicated thing 
these days. Behave in a way that is loyal to 
your baptismal identity in Christ, keep the 
law in Spirit and truth. Think on the 
bridegroom and the bride, Jesus and his 
church, and pray for unity of intention and 
purpose. Take God’s Law seriously in all 
living especially related to “relationships, 
court appearances, hurting others, respect 
for the body of others and promises made,” 
all significant relationship issues which 
reflect on our relationship with God, God’s 
desire and intention for us and our world and 
how it works for the good of all people. 
PEACE, Pastor Dave†  



February Altar Guild 

Jackie Abend and Carol Cook	

	

Prayer Requests 	
 

Short-term prayers will run for 4 weeks.  
If at all possible, please list the need for 
the prayer.  If the request requires long-
term prayers, please indicate so and let 
the office know when it should be 
removed.  Please contact Cindy in the 
office at info@stpaulscrofton.com  if you 
have any questions! 
 

 
Long-Term Prayers:  
See hard copy of newsletter 
at church. 
 
Please pray for our 
members and friends 
serving in the military: 
See hard copy of newsletter 
at church. 
 
	

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

February Recognition 
 
This month’s recognition for outstanding 
service and contribution to the mission of St. 
Paul’s goes to: 
 
Sunday School Director, Heidi Wood 
 
After twelve years as Director of St. Paul’s 
Sunday school program, Heidi Wood has 
announced her intention to step down at the 
end of the 2020 school year.  To say there 
have been ups and downs over the years 
would be an understatement.  Lesson plans, 
recruiting teachers, Christmas pageants, 
Vacation Bible School; she’s done it all! 
 And through it all, she has remained 
steadfast in her total commitment to the 
program and to all of the children who have 
participated over the years. 
 
Thank YOU, Heidi, for a job well done! 
 
	

 
 
Please join the Book Club on February 17th 
at 7:00 PM at the Wegman’s Café. We are 
reading and discussing "Where'd You Go, 
Bernadette" by Maria Semple. All are 
welcome and encouraged to bring a friend. 
 

 
 
 
 



2020 Giving Form Update 
 
Many thanks to all who submitted their 2020 
Giving Form to Financial Secretary, 
Michelle Crislip.  It does help to have an 
idea of our anticipated income in order to 
better plan and understand what financial 
challenges St. Paul’s may face relative to 
our budget.  Michelle reports that a total of 
nineteen (19) forms were received which 
represents 29% of the sixty-five (65) total 
giving families / individuals.  I recall that 
many of us raised our hands at the 
December, 2019 Voter’s meeting in support 
of this effort.  The response puzzles me just 
a bit. 
 
The annualized total of the 19 submissions 
equates to $73,120.00.  As a reminder, St. 
Paul’s 2020 budget is $205,389.24.  The 
reality is that we have begun the "call 
process" and I'm concerned about the ability 
of our congregation to attract and support a 
full time pastor and his family given our 
projected income. 
 
I would request that for those who did not 
submit a form, to please reconsider.  It 
would be very helpful and greatly 
appreciated. 
 
Blessings to all, 
Zac 
 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!  Please 
make plans to attend when Southeastern 
District President Rev. John R. Denninger 
will preside at both worship services here on 
Sunday, February 2nd.  A Meet & Greet 
session is planned in the Fellowship Hall 
immediately after the late service. We 
anticipate that he will speak about the 
Pastoral Call Process and address any 
questions you may have, especially as it 
pertains to St. Paul’s.  Light refreshments 
will be served. 
 

Helen’s Helping Hand Lending Closet 

St. Paul’s has a lending closet in 
memory of Mrs. Helen Lehtonen 
that is located downstairs in the 
church and has been doing a 

booming business! If you have borrowed 
something and are using it, we are thrilled.  
Please just let us know you have it (by 
leaving Cindy a note in the office or sending 
her an e-mail) or signing the sheet on the 
closet door so we can keep track.  If you 
have borrowed something and no longer 
need it, please return it so we can keep 
passing it along. 



 
NEWS FROM THE FELLOWSHIP 
TEAM  
 
Please mark Saturday, February 15th, 
5:00pm on your calendars for an 
INTERNATIONAL FAMILY 
POTLUCK supper to be held downstairs in 
Fellowship Hall.  Few of us are native 
Marylanders, most of us are from 
SOMEWHERE ELSE and have grown up 
with or learned different food traditions. 
You are invited to share your family's food 
and meal traditions with the St. Paul's family 
at a potluck supper open to all, young and 
old alike.  Please bring a dish to share from 
your heritage or from your travels. 
We have so much to learn about each other 
and about where we've been!  This should 
be a lot of fun. 
Do plan to join in the merriment! 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
THE FOOD PANTRY is always in need of 
our donations. 
In February, they have asked St. Paul’s to 
donate cans of soup.	
Ongoing needs: cereal/oatmeal, pasta, beans, 
spaghetti and sauce, canned meals and toilet 
paper/toiletries.	
Your generosity is appreciated!  Please leave 
your items in the drop off box in the narthex.	

 
 



Soon it will be SOUP & SERMON TIME! 
 
February 26th is Ash Wednesday and the 
beginning of the Lenten season. The 
Fellowship Team will be soliciting 
volunteers to make pots of soup or bring 
bread for each Wednesday evening for a 
simple soup supper held before a 
Wednesday worship service.  A sign-up 
sheet will be available in the narthex in early 
February for you to volunteer.  Soup & 
Sermon evenings will be held on March 4th, 
11th, 18th, 25th and April 1st. 
Keep an eye out for the sign-up sheet and 
get out your family's favorite soup recipe! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                          
 
 
 

FREE BABY QUILTS TO THE 
COMMUNITY 

St. Paul’s is offering free handmade baby 
quilts to little ones (under one year old) in 
the community. No obligation. Just spread 

the word! They will be offered at both 
services. See Pastor Dave for more 

information. 
 
 
 
Come join the ladies of the church for 
breakfast on Thursday, February 20th at 
8:30 at RIPS Restaurant in Bowie, MD. 
Feel free to bring a friend. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ADULT CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
 ST. PAUL’S STYLE 
 
“Prodigal God, Recovering the Heart of the 
Christian Faith” taught by Cyndi Dixon will 
continue meeting each Sunday after the 
early service (approximately 9:30a.m.) and 
after the 10a.m. service (approximately 
11:30a.m.) until it is completed about the 
middle of February. The popular class has 
expanded, now following both services 
rather than one. Please consider taking 
advantage of this opportunity. 
 
The “Let Me Down Easy” study on Death 
and Dying will begin following both 
services after the “Prodigal God” study is 
completed. Please consider participating in 
this series and invite your friends to join us 
during Lent for this helpful and informative 
study which will help arm us to support 
others going through this process and 
eventually ourselves. Having knowledge and 
understanding about the many facets of this 
time in life will help us deal with its 
mysteries (what we do not understand about 
it) and fears (those things that scare us about 
it.)  
Pastor Dave 
 
 
 

St. Paul’s believes that using photos/video 
of our events in our print and web 
publications foster a greater sense of 
community.  Photography and video 
recordings enhance the quality of our print 
materials, newsletters, website, social media, 
and public relations.  As a member of St. 
Paul’s you have a right to opt-out of 
inclusion in photographs/media, but unless a 
“Media Opt-Out Release’ is signed and on 
file in the office, participating in St. Paul’s 
events implies permission for the use of 
images taken at our events.  The Media Opt-
Out Release form is available in the Narthex 
or can be requested through the office.  
Please note that this applies only to adults 18 
years and above.  All minors will need a 
completed “Photo Release Form” on file in 
order for their images to be used in any 
publications. 

The photo release form for minors can be 
found on the table in the Sunday school 
area.	

	

 
 
 



St. Paul’s Snow / Hazardous Weather 
Policy 
 
Please be aware that we follow the Anne 
Arundel Co. public school system when 
closing due to snow or hazardous driving 
conditions.  If schools are closed or delayed 
during the week, St. Paul’s is also closed or 
has a delayed opening. This also applies to 
groups that use our church at night for 
meetings. 
 
For a week-end weather event, please check 
St. Paul’s main page of the website for 
Sunday service status should snow or 
hazardous driving conditions occur.  It will 
also be posted on Facebook. 
 
www.stpaulscrofton.com 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
             
 
 
 
 

The next Ladies' Lunch will be Tuesday 
noon, February 11th,  at Frank & Luke's 
N.Y. Pizza Kitchen, 1153 Route 3 North, 
#30, Gambrills. (in shopping center with 
Giant)  All ladies are invited to attend and 
are encouraged to bring a friend.  We will 
meet at the restaurant.  Call Marj directly or 
the church at 410-721- 2332 or email the 
church at info@StPaulsCrofton.com if you plan 
to attend.  Hope to see you there. 

 
 
 
 
www.stpaulscrofton.com 
Our website has a member section with 
contacts, board of director meeting minutes, 
congregational meeting minutes, and 
financial reports.  St. Paul’s congregation 
can obtain the password by emailing the 
office at info@StPaulsCrofton.com, calling 
the office at 410-721-2332, or by asking any 
board or committee member. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  
OUTREACH COMMITTEE 

     Many of the congregation had the 
privilege to meet Tina Jasion in November 
at the Mission and Outreach workshop at St. 
Paul’s. She has twenty years of experience 
as a leader in mission and outreach. The 
church has entered into a contract with her 
to continue this important work.  Members 
of the committee include Jon Retzer, Patrick 
Dugan, Mary Kress, Bonnie Weinhold, 
Cyndie Dixon, Pastor Betzner, and Zac 
Huffman. Cyndie Dixon will report to the 
Board of Directors with information 
regarding the progress of the committee. 
The team is meeting mostly via webinars.  
    We are closely focusing on the process to 
help move St. Paul’s along in its desire to 
become more outwardly focused and to 
become a congregation anchored in 
discipleship. This process cannot be rushed. 
We will be working on developing a vision 
(the congregations preferred future) for 
Outreach/Mission at St. Paul’s. This is in 
keeping with one of the two priorities set by 
the congregation in 2019: to learn about and 
grow in our ability as members and as a 
congregation to be in mission and disciple 
others for Jesus in Crofton/Gambrills and 
beyond. We will be transparent and keep the 
congregation updated continually. Please see 
a committee member if you have any 
questions. Please keep us in your prayers as 
we continue this process. 
 
Sincerely, 
Cyndie Dixon 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 


