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Grace, Mercy, and Peace be to you from God, our Father, and our Lord and Savior, 

Jesus Christ! 

Amen! 

Last Christmas Day, we celebrated the light of the world who came into the 

world-born in a manger. On the same day, we were reminded that there is still 

darkness in the world. 

"Early morning explosion rocked Nashville on Christmas day. Authorities identified 

the suspect as Anthony Quinn Warner, 63, who died when his recreational vehicle 

exploded on 2nd Avenue North in the city's downtown…  

…Rick Laude, one of Warner's neighbors, told CNN that he spoke with Warner 

right before Christmas on Monday. 

"I said, 'Hey, Anthony, is Santa going to bring you something good for 

Christmas?'" Laude said. "He said, 'Yes, I'm going to be more famous. I'm going to 

be so famous Nashville will never forget me.'" 

(https://www.cnn.com/2020/12/27/us/nashville-explosion-what-we-

know/index.html) 
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This tragic event reflects the dark and confusing world we live in today. Many 

suffer from depression, loneliness, sickness, addiction, abuse, discrimination, 

greed, betrayal, poverty, and hatred. Sin has influenced the life of many. God has 

intervened to get us out of the darkness. God revealed himself at Epiphany to get 

us out of the darkness. 

The prophet Isaiah writes, beginning from the first chapter, that God wanted 

Israel to live and shine God's kingdom. However, God's people were living in the 

darkness of sin. God spoke through Isaiah that Israel would be captive in Babylon- 

deep darkness. Isaiah writes in chapter 60 that God will shine his light in Israel's 

darkness. Jerusalem is assured that nations will make a pilgrimage to her because 

the light of God's presence is in her midst. The bountiful food of the sea and 

international trade profits will come streaming to Jerusalem and thereby declare 

God's presence. 

 God fulfilled his promise by sending Jesus Christ the light of the world. God's 

bright light led the Maggi in the night as they followed a star to worship Jesus 

Christ-the Messiah, the king they waited for so long. The Light draws all things to 

God.  
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Isaiah talks about the wise men in verse 3: "Nations will come to your light, and 

kings to the brightness of your dawn." Christ is a light, not just for a select group 

of people like the Jews, but for all people worldwide. Epiphany is when those 

living in the darkness of sin can come and see the glory of God, as he reveals it 

through the person of Jesus Christ. Just as the sun rises on every nation, every 

morning, so it is with Christ. His grace, forgiveness, and salvation rise and shines 

not only on the Jews in Bethlehem but also on the wise men from the east. His 

grace and forgiveness rise and shines on every person invited to believe in Jesus 

Christ-the light of the world. No matter who you are, you, too, can go from 

darkness to light. And no matter how dark the world becomes; the light of Jesus 

Christ will never stop shining for you.  

 

Therefore, "Arise," God says to you, "Shine, for your light has come, and the glory 

of the Lord rises upon you." The Bible talks about  you and me shining the light 

that we received over the darkness in the world. Look around you, watch people, 

listen to them talk, see what they do. Look what Mr. Anthony did to himself on 

Christmas day. Our world needs God's light to know the meaning and purpose of 

life.  
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 Robert Fulghum writes in his book; It Was On Fire When I Lay Down On It, pages 

163-165; 

"At the airport in Chania, on the west end of the island of Crete, an Olympia 

Airlines 727 disgorges a hundred yelling passengers into the crowded terminal. 

Bedlam. Fists and voices raised, women weeping, children wailing. Two 

passengers leap over a counter to take a punch at the attendant. Police arrive, 

whistles shrieking, billy clubs in hand. 

The passengers were all destined for Heraklion, at the other end of the island. 

Where, indeed, their luggage has gone by another plane. Their plane has landed 

in the wrong city for reasons unknown and left the passengers to a hard ride by 

bus 150 miles to their destination. The passengers want blood. The passengers 

declare they will commandeer a plane. The passengers think of those responsible 

cannot be printed here. However, it's pretty harsh and involves the parenthood 

and birth of those who run Olympia Airlines and where they may spend eternity. 

One passenger, a stout, well-dressed German tourist who has been pacing in 

small circles on the edge of the chaos, suddenly begins to shout alternately in 

German and English: "WHY AM I HERE? WHERE AM I GOING? WHAT MUST I DO? 

WHAT WILL BECOME OF ME? GOTT IM HIMMEL, HELP ME!" His desperate cry is 
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so forceful that the crowd quiets and turns to look at him with concern, as they 

would consider a mad dog in their midst. The airline station manager replies in 

English across the crowd: "Sir! Sir! These are age-old questions. We Greeks have 

been working on them for two thousand years, and they are not easy to answer—

not then, not now. In the meantime, we will do our best for you. The gods will not 

be of much help, but Olympia Airlines will see that you get to Heraklion. Please. 

Get on the bus." 

(Fulghum, Robert. It Was on Fire When I Lay Down on It (pp. 163-165). Random 

House Publishing Group.) 

 Fulghum writes an explicit scene of a confusing world. 

Like Israel, and the German tourist, the most confusing dark place in the world is 

your own life. Look in to your soul and the deep dark spots due to sin. Jesus 

shines his forgiveness and grace into your life, and the darkness in your soul 

disappears. That is what epiphany is-God's show and tell. It is about Jesus 

reflecting God. Jesus reflects the divine light into our life. Then the darkness 

disappears! We rejoice in life in God's light! We begin to shine the light! 
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We can reflect God's light we received in many ways. When Pastor Dave started 

Pastoral Ministry in North Carolina, Roger said to him, "I want you to stay 25 years 

as my Pastor." When there were troubles, Roger's words were God's light to 

Pastor Dave. Roger needs him as a shepherd for 25 years. We live in a mission 

field. People from all over the world come to our city looking for the American 

dream. Sin and the devil put them in a deep darkness that they have never 

imagined. We are called to Shine Christ's light in our lives and sharing the Gospel 

of Jesus Christ with them. We shine Christ's light by praying for the sick and 

visiting them. We shine God's light by supporting the weak and the poor to stand 

on their feet. We shine God's light by worshipping our Lord and actively serving in 

the church ministry. We shine our light by loving and supporting our brothers and 

sisters in Christ. We shine our light by wishing them a happy new year! We shine 

our light by fellowshipping with our family, friends, and Christians. We shine our 

light by loving God and loving our neighbors! Because Jesus brought you from 

darkness to life, arise and shine Jesus-the light of the world! 

The peace of God which passes all understanding guards your heart and mind in 

Christ Jesus. 

Amen 


