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Lent and Forward! 
 
Last week as I started the drive from Frederick to 
Gambrills/Crofton, always an unpredictable 
journey, I heard the traffic reporter proclaim, “there 
is an accident around Exit 97 heading West on 70, 
which has traffic going East on 70 backed up to 
New Market.” You heard right as did I but I was 
thinking wrong. How can this be? 
How could an accident in the west-bound lanes be 
causing a back-up in the east side lanes? No way, I 
thought. 
 
Turned out the traffic reporter was a prophet, much 
to my dismay, and to the dismay of thousands of 
others traveling east. We plodded along, stop start 
fashion, many switching lanes trying to gain an 
advantage.  At least one driver, not paying attention, 
found himself at the side of the road with another 
driver, checking the damage after he had not 
stopped in time; others were simply, impatiently 
building frustration with the clotting and 
congestion.  
 
Approximately 45 minutes later I arrived at the 
scene, mindful that I could only see it through the 
trees dividing the highway.  Two tow trucks with 
cars in tow parked on the west bound side of 70 
prepared to haul away the dented vehicles.  The 
driver in front of me almost stopped to take a look, I 
was gawking too, and out in front of us was an 
almost unobstructed highway of cars safely 
separated and moving in unimpeded fashion, 
incidentally, all the way to Baltimore. 
 
Robbed momentarily of my frustration by my 
“rubber necking,” which actually satisfied nothing, 
except it provided a distraction from my pain, I 
returned to it driven by the thought, “how stupid 
and silly we can be.” After all, we, not those 
involved in the accident created this log jam, this 
loss of valuable time and allowed ourselves or 
caused ourselves to experience this frustrating and 
unhelpful situation. 

 
It occurred to me that we may be guilty of the same 
thing in Lent, if we allow ourselves to get distracted 
or focus on the wrong thing, or the least helpful 
thing. In particular, it occurs to me that the main 
point of Lent is that Jesus in his great love for us 
fulfilled the law for us, died for us and set us free 
from those things that separate us from him and 
others, thereby diminishing our relationship with 
him and others and shaming us and him. Lent is 
high on mercy, love, forgiveness and hope. I know 
you agree. 
 
 WHAT JESUS DID FOR US IS THE FOCUS OF 
LENT.  Our own guilt might turn us toward his 
forgiveness.  Our own brokenness might turn us 
toward his healing/wholeness.  The disciplines we 
practice; repentance, almsgiving and fasting, might 
help us focus on him, or might encourage us to 
serve others as he served us or might remind us how 
empty we are without him.  HOWEVER, pure and 
simple, LENT’S FOCUS IS ABOUT WHAT 
JESUS DID FOR US and it shouts out again and 
again, “YOU CAN GO HOME AGAIN.” 
 
 
I hope you also agree then that it is not helpful for 
us to focus on the SUBPLOTS of Lent.  Over-
focusing on our sin and the sin of others, like 
“rubber necking,” can distract us from moving 
forward, clog up our life and relationships, cripple 
us and hurt others, while diminishing the sacrifice 
Jesus made for us. 
 
Likewise, focusing on Jesus’ death as damage 
created by us and not the loving action of a merciful 
and gracious God, increases guilt and amplifies 
shame, while diminishing the free gift God has 
bestowed on us for renewed, recreated, restored and 
reconciled living. 
 
Looking forward in Lent will ease our journey, 
diminish our frustration, bless our fellow travelers 
and glorify our God. “Rubber necking,” well, we 
already know how painfully that works.  
 
Travelling mercies,  
Pastor Dave 
 

PEACE, Pastor Dave†  

 



March Altar Guild 

Sandi Corwin and Bernice Prescott	

Prayer Requests 	
 

Short-term prayers will run for 4 weeks.  
If at all possible, please list the need for 
the prayer.  If the request requires long-
term prayers, please indicate so and let 
the office know when it should be 
removed.  Please contact Cindy in the 
office at info@stpaulscrofton.com  if you 
have any questions! 
 

 
Long-Term Prayers:  
See hard copy of newsletter 
at church 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please pray for our members and friends 
serving in the military: see hard copy of 
newsletter at church 
 
	

 

 
 
March Recognition 
 
This month’s recognition for outstanding 
service and contribution to St. Paul’s 
mission goes to: 
 
The Web Site Development Committee 
 
I think all will agree that St. Paul’s web and 
social media presence has seen significant 
improvements over the past year.  This can 
only be attributed to the hard work and 
many tasks required to bring it to 
fruition.  Suffice to say that work continues 
as we move toward video streaming of our 
services.  Many thanks to the following for 
all of their efforts in support of St. Paul’s 
mission outreach: 
 
Patrice Jenstrom - Chair 
Del Jenstrom 
Michelle Angeli 
Charles Frater 
Heidi Wood 
Rick Wood 
Cody Retzer 
 
Well done! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
A Message from Zac Huffman and Pastor 
Dave… 
 
Proverbs 29:18 says, “where there is no 
vision, the people (congregation) perishes.” 
 
We all need a vision. Here is the one from 
one of my congregations that I like. “We see 
God’s people, gathered together, growing up 
and going out by God’s grace.” 
 
A vision is a preferred future.  In other 
words vision is about how you want to look 
and how you want it to look moving into the 
future. I think you might use the word 
“goal” to describe the same thing. When you 
set a goal you want to attain or reach a 
situation or circumstance you are not 
currently measuring. 
 
The BoD has been having conversations 
about our preferred future, most strongly by 
having a full time pastor. I agree with you. 
That would be the best situation for all of us. 
But the BoD and I agree that will only 
happen if we work hard at growing the 
kingdom here at St. Paul’s by attaining some 
goals or reaching a more preferred future. 
 
We encourage you to join us and work 
together as a congregation to achieve some 
of these goals as soon as possible to grow 
the kingdom first and second, to help you 
attract, with the Spirit’s guidance, a full time 
pastor. It is, after all, part of the process you 
contracted me to help you achieve by God’s 
grace. Here are the goals you can pray about 
and help us accomplish by pitching in, 
maybe even as a Lenten discipline. That 
would be: 
 - discipline yourself to attend church 
more regularly; goal to reach 80 weekly 
average; 

 - increase your offering as your 
situation allows; 
 - attend one of the Bible studies (next: 
Let Me Down Easy); 
 - use your creative ingenuity to think 
of ways you can personally help by doing 
other faithful things e.g., outreach 
opportunities, Lenten service activities, and 
the Palm Sunday drama. 
 
God bless your service and sacrifice. 
 
Peace and progress, 
Zac Huffman and Pastor Dave 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
                   
    Mark your calendars to join us for 
Vacation Bible School June 21st-25th from 
6-8:30 PM. This year’s theme is “Knights of 
North Castle”. Volunteers are needed for 
group leaders, classroom helpers, and snack 
preparation. Dollar dinners will also be 
offered! A sign-up sheet is in the narthex. 
Any questions, please contact Heidi Wood 
at heidi.wood@chutes.com or 301-440-
2723. Please share the information with your 
friends and neighbors and invite their 
children to attend! 
 
 
 
 



 

                                          
OUTREACH AND MISSION 

COMMITTEE 
     The Outreach and Mission Committee 
continues to meet with Tina Jaison of 
“Faithful Innovation” on a bimonthly basis 
via webinar. She is guiding us through the 
process of helping St. Paul’s become a more 
missional-focused body.  
   This month, we have focused on 
recognizing our target audience. We want to 
attract young families as well as recognize 
the contributions of our older members and 
continue to serve their needs. St. Paul’s is a 
body where ALL ARE WELCOME!  We 
have discussed our hesitancy to witness and 
recognize that we need the tools and 
resources to help us hone these skills.  
   We discussed the importance of follow up 
to the events that we host, including 
establishing a data base to continue contact 
with visitors, debriefing and establishing 
quantitative and qualitative outcomes. 
  During the last webinar, we recognized that 
we need to establish conversations and 
create questions with members of the 
community to identify their needs. We are 
contacting leaders of the community to 
directly obtain this information. We all 
volunteered to visit or contact the senior 
center, day care facilities, young mother 
organizations, Boy Scouts, police, and a 
local elementary school.  
   Every meeting begins and ends with 
prayer and a devotional. This week, Tina 
chose Luke 14:25-35 and we discussed the 
cost of discipleship. One focus is for us to 

follow the discipleship model for the church, 
not necessarily the membership model.  
     The members of the committee are Pastor 
Dave, Zac Huffman, Bonnie Weinhold, Jon 
Retzner, Mary Kress, Patrick Dugan and 
Cyndie Dixon. Please feel free to contact 
one of us with any questions. 
Blessings, 
Cyndie 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

FREE BABY QUILTS TO THE 
COMMUNITY 

St. Paul’s is offering free handmade baby 
quilts to little ones (under one year old) in 
the community. No obligation. Just spread 

the word! They will be offered at both 
services. See Pastor Dave for more 

information. 
 



Come join the ladies of the church for 
breakfast on Thursday, March 26th at 
8:30 at RIPS Restaurant in Bowie, MD. 
Feel free to bring a friend. 
 

 
 
 
 
ADULT CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
 ST. PAUL’S STYLE 
 
The “Let Me Down Easy” study on Death 
and Dying will begin in early March. Please 
consider participating in this series and 
invite your friends to join us during Lent for 
this helpful and informative study which 
will help arm us to support others going 
through this process and eventually 
ourselves. Having knowledge and 
understanding about the many facets of this 
time in life will help us deal with its 
mysteries (what we do not understand about 
it) and fears (those things that scare us about 
it.)  
Pastor Dave 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Paul’s believes that using photos/video 
of our events in our print and web 
publications foster a greater sense of 
community.  Photography and video 
recordings enhance the quality of our print 
materials, newsletters, website, social media, 
and public relations.  As a member of St. 
Paul’s you have a right to opt-out of 
inclusion in photographs/media, but unless a 
“Media Opt-Out Release’ is signed and on 
file in the office, participating in St. Paul’s 
events implies permission for the use of 
images taken at our events.  The Media Opt-
Out Release form is available in the Narthex 
or can be requested through the 
office.  Please note that this applies only to 
adults 18 years and above.  All minors will 
need a completed “Photo Release Form” on 
file in order for their images to be used in 
any publications. 

The photo release form for minors can be 
found on the table in the Sunday school 
area.	

 
 
 



The next Ladies' Lunch will be Tuesday 
noon, March 10th, at Molloy's Irish Pub, 
1053 Route 3 North, Gambrills.  All ladies 
are invited to attend and are encouraged to 
bring a friend.  Please call Marj at 410-721-
3426 or email her at kane3426@verizon.net 
if you plan to attend.  We will meet at the 
restaurant.  Hope you can join us! 

 
 
 
 

 
The Altar Guild will be selling lilies to 
decorate the church for Easter March 8th, 
15th, 22nd and 29th. The cost of the lilies is 
$12.00 a plant.  The last day to order is 
March 29th. Plants may be taken home after 
the late service on Easter Sunday. Please 
make checks payable to St. Paul’s Lutheran 
Church. Order forms can be found in the 
narthex. 
 
 
 

St. Paul’s Snow / Hazardous Weather 
Policy 
 
Please be aware that we follow the Anne 
Arundel Co. public school system when 
closing due to snow or hazardous driving 
conditions.  If schools are closed or delayed 
during the week, St. Paul’s is also closed or 
has a delayed opening. This also applies to 
groups that use our church at night for 
meetings. 
 
For a week-end weather event, please check 
St. Paul’s main page of the website for 
Sunday service status should snow or 
hazardous driving conditions occur.  It will 
also be posted on Facebook. 
 
www.stpaulscrofton.com 

 
Each mid-week service, following Ash 
Wednesday, will center on the theme 
“Crossover”—the cross before us, in us, and 
through us.  Please join us on Wednesdays 
in Lent at 6 PM for a soup supper and then 
at 7 PM for a short service. Soup makers are 
needed! A sign-up sheet is in the narthex.

 
 



Easter Brunch 
Make your plans now to spend some time in 
Fellowship between worship services at 9:30 
for brunch on Easter morning!  Details will 
be in the April Newsletter. 
 

 
 
 
THE FOOD PANTRY is always in need of 
our donations. In March, they have asked St. 
Paul’s to donate canned meals. 
Ongoing needs: cereal/oatmeal, pasta, beans, 
spaghetti 

and sauce, canned meals and toilet 
paper/toiletries.	
Your generosity is appreciated!  Please leave 
your items in the drop off box in the narthex.	
 
Each month the Food Pantry receives food 
from the AA Food Bank in Brownsville on 
the 2nd Thursday of the month. They are 
looking for additional people with a pickup 
truck who could help out. The time 
commitment is about 2 hours. (If someone 
has a truck but feels like they are not 

physically able to help with the loading and 
unloading of the food, that is fine because 
we have other people who do that.  It is the 
truck with driver that we are looking for.) 
Contact Sue Bixby at 
wwbixby@comcast.net if you can help out. 
 
 
Attention St. Paul’s Church Members!  
The church CONSTITUTION, Board and 
Committee contact information, minutes of 
Board of Directors Meetings, minutes of our 
December Congregational Meeting, and 
Budget are all now on the St. Paul’s website 
MEMBER page located at 
https://www.stpaulscrofton.com (choose the 
MEMBER tab on the top right of the page) 
 
You can obtain the password to access that 
page by contacting the office manager, Cindy 
Drabick, at 410-721-2332 or 
info@stpaulscrofton.com or by asking any 
board member or committee member. 
 
The next meeting of the Book Club is 
Monday, March 16, 7:00, at Wegman's 
Café. We are discussing Little Women by 
Louisa May Alcott. Please join us and bring 
a friend! 

 
Note: We don't normally recommend books, 
but in January we read The Common Good 
by Robert Reich.  This is very timely but 
really apolitical. It is a good read for any of 
us. 
 
 



 
2020 Lenten Worship Schedule 

 
Each midweek service, following Ash Wednesday, will center on the theme 

“Crossover”—the cross before us, in us, and through us.” Each week you are 
encouraged to bring something to be shared during the service. You will also 
take something special home with you each Wednesday. 

 
Wednesday, March 4th : Soup Supper at 6:00 and Service at 7:00 
CROSSOVER-bring a cross that is special to you 
 
Wednesday, March 11th: Soup Supper at 6:00 and Service at 7:00 
THE ROCK SOLID CROSS-bring your baptismal certificate 
 
Wednesday, March 18th: Soup Supper at 6:00 and Service at 7:00 
HOMING CROSS-bring a picture of your home 
 
Wednesday, March 25th: Soup Supper at 6:00 and Service at 7:00 
CROSS YOUR HEART-bring a public/private sin box 
 
Wednesday, April 1st: Soup Supper at 6:00 and Service at 7:00 
CROSS CURRENT-bring a prayer icon or symbol 
 
Sunday, April 5th-Palm Sunday Holy Communion Worship/8:15 and 10:00 
 
Thursday, April 9th-Maundy Thursday-7:00-Holy Communion and Foot Washing 

Service 
 
Friday, April 10th-7:00-Good Friday Service 
 
Sunday, April 12th-8:15 and 10:30-Easter Worship with Holy Communion 
9:30-Brunch/Easter Egg Hunt 
 


